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DENTAL MEDICINE'S GLOBAL REACH

continued on page 2

By David Hill

Point  your  finger  to  just  about  any 
country  on  the  globe  and  there’s  a  
good  chance  it’ll  land  on  a  place 

where  a  uB  school  of  dental  Medicine 
alumnus is teaching, researching or prac-
ticing. such is the vast reach of the dental 
school,  thanks  in  large  part  to  its  status 
among the top programs in the u.s. and 

its vision toward improving global health.
  renowned outside the united states, 
uB’s  dental  school  each  year  attracts 
aspiring dental practitioners who come 
here to obtain a coveted american den-
tal  degree.  upon  earning  their  dds, 
some  continue  their  dental  education, 
while  others  set  up  practice  in  north 
america.
  some, like Michael Mandikos, a native 
of australia,  return to their home coun-
try and share the skills they’ve acquired 
with colleagues. Mandikos came to uB 
in  the  fall  of  1995,  when  he  entered 
the  advanced  education  Program  in 
Prosthodontics  after  obtaining  a  dds 
with  honors  from  the  university  of 
Queensland, australia. Mandikos studied 
in  Buffalo  for  three  years,  leaving  with 
a  certificate  and  a  master’s  degree  (in 
biomaterials)—and a fiancée.

  “i had three of the best years of my life 
at  uB,”  says  Mandikos,  who  has  been  a 
prosthodontist for 13 years. He returned to 
australia in 1998, where he began lecturing 
part  time at  the university of Queensland 
while  establishing  his  private  practice  in 
Brisbane, the continent’s third-largest city. 
in  2008,  he  moved  his  practice  to  the 

suburb of Graceville.
  “studying at uB, and in fact the whole 
collegiate  experience  of  being  at  uB  for 
those  three  years,  really  has  shaped  my 
entire practicing life,” Mandikos says.  
  “there  are  so  many  ways  that  uB  has 
shaped the clinician that i became and, in 
fact, the person that i am now.”
  Mandikos is one of more than 200 sdM 
alumni working outside the u.s. the major-
ity of  those  foreign alumni are  in canada; 
other  countries  include  Korea,  thailand, 
spain and Japan.
  fourteen alumni are practicing in saudi 
arabia,  including  ahmed  M.  al-Kahtani, 
who serves as president of the saudi dental 
society.
  expanding the school’s global reach is a 
key component of sdM’s mission statement, 
and it’s a vision in which dental school dean 
Michael Glick firmly believes. “it’s a global 

Students in the International Dentist Program during their white coat ceremony, with Othman Shibly (8th from r.)
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2 DENTAL MEDICINE
continued from page 1

society. everyone is in contact with everyone else, everyone 
knows what goes on. to be siloed is detrimental—you can’t 
do it any longer,” Glick says.
  “i think what’s important here is to recognize that it is 
a two-way street; that we can provide something, but we 
also need to recognize what they can give us,” he adds.
  “the uB brand and  the uB dental  school brand are 
very highly regarded, and there’s a lot of competition to 
come here.”
  Glick, who became dean  in december 2009, embod-
ies the school’s international mantra. Born in sweden, he 
received degrees in dental medicine at Hebrew university 
Hadassah school of dental Medicine in israel before coming 
to the u.s.
  upon becoming editor of the prestigious peer-reviewed 
Journal of the American Dental Association (JADA),  Glick 
appointed  Jada’s  first-ever  international  editorial  board. 
Moreover,  Jada  now  publishes  several  international  edi-
tions, including ones in india, spain, Mexico, Portugal, the 
Middle east and, soon, china.
  that uB’s dental school is highly regarded on a global 
scale is rewarding, but it comes with a need for constant im-
provement. “it’s gratifying, but it’s also challenging because 
you also need to keep it up,” Glick says. “How do we do it 
better? How do we increase this international collaboration? 
and again, it goes two ways.”

Teaching students from all corners of the globe
every day,  the walls  of  squire Hall  echo with  the wealth 
of  knowledge  shared  in  classrooms and  clinics by highly 
trained faculty. the dental school began welcoming foreign 
students in 1896 when a pair of Germans graduated from 
what was then known as Buffalo dental college. Wilhelm 
e. th. Muller and Paul B.H. Quedenfeldt were the dental 
school’s  first  two  international  graduates,  not  counting 
canadian residents, according to school records.
  the following year, anna M. thrane of vienna, austria, 
became the first female international graduate. thrane was 
an exceptional student who transferred from the new york 
school of dentistry and graduated from Buffalo dental col-
lege in just two years. she received a grade of 100 in elec-
tricity. after graduating, she was asked to join the faculty 
and taught operative dentistry.
  three years later, Joseph vogl graduated. He, too, was 
from vienna. and in 1902, Hildegard schottky, a transfer 
from the university of Gottingen (Germany), obtained her 
dds from uB.
  for  more  than  a  century  since,  dental  students  and 
practitioners have continued to come to uB from all corners 
of the globe. Many leave their native countries and enroll 
as first-time dental students. But a unique program offers 
practicing dentists in foreign lands the opportunity to study 

american dentistry at uB through the school’s international 
dentist Program (idP).
  “it’s  an  advanced  standing  program  designed  for 
people  who  have  dental  degrees  from  abroad  who 
would like to practice dentistry in the u.s., and in order 
to do  that,  they have  to earn a u.s. dds because  the 
curriculum can vary  so greatly  from country  to  country,” 
explains sandra flash, sdM’s executive director for academic 
and student affairs.
  the program originated under dean James a. english, 
who  led  the  school  during  the  1960s.  “Because  of  the 
political  changes  taking  place  worldwide,  a  number  of 
dentists left and in some cases fled their countries to take 
residence  in  the  united  states,”  the  sdM  history  book 
“roots of renown” notes. 
  the program has been revamped for the 2011-12 aca-
demic year. traditionally, idP accepted anywhere from one 
to 10 students. However, it has been expanded starting this 
year to accommodate a larger group.
  for this year, more than 300 foreign dentists applied to 
idP, 49 of who were interviewed. sixteen were selected for 
the program—13 from india, two from Pakistan and one 
from egypt. the school plans to enroll 24 students starting 
next year. in addition, it is now a two-year program instead 
of three.
  the dental school created the program out of “a moral 
responsibility to advance oral health worldwide by train-
ing dentists who will go back to their countries and prac-
tice what they learned here,” says Othman shibly, sdM 
clinical assistant professor and director of the international 
dentist Program.
  idP has trained many dentists who now hold prestigious 
positions in dental organizations around the globe, shibly 
notes. they include the dean of a dental school in taiwan, 
as well as ahmed al-Kahtani, who, as noted earlier, heads 
the saudi dental society.
  idP  students  began  their  eight-week  summer  session 
June 6 and finished aug. 5, receiving instruction in operative 
dentistry, implants, fixed prosthodontics, pediatric dentistry 
and more. the session helped integrate the idP class with 
the  regular  four-year  dds  students.  “the  dds  students 
have been  very welcoming  and  supportive,  and  the  idP 
students have been eager to assimilate into the program,” 
flash says.
  as with many of the dental school’s  international pro-
grams, idP is mutually beneficial to the school’s four-year 
dds students and the program’s participants. idP students 
obtain a coveted american dds degree, while sdM’s stu-
dents are exposed to different cultures without having to 
leave Buffalo.
  “there  are  so many benefits  to  it.  the dds program 
is  so packed  in  terms of  curricular  content  that  it’s  hard 
for  our  students  to  go  abroad,”  says  flash,  noting  that 
the school’s Buffalo Outreach and community assistance 
(BOca) program is one opportunity, “but otherwise, they 
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don’t have the opportunity. Being exposed to interna-
tional dentists who have a wide variety of expertise is 
only going to enhance their education without having 
to go anywhere else.”
  Moreover,  idP  helps  the  dental  school’s  four-year 
students  hone  a  critical  professional  skill:  interpersonal 
communication.  “dentistry  is  a  field  that  is  very  social. 
you  need  to  interact  with  patients  and  communicate 
with people from different cultures and backgrounds,” she 
explains. “the more practice and exposure you have to 
that, the more accepting and at ease you will be at gain-
ing a rapport with people from different backgrounds.”

A legacy of international research
uB’s school of dental Medicine also has maintained a 
progressive  approach  toward  embracing  research  col-
laborations abroad. the school’s contributions to inter-
national  research date back  to 1920. that’s when  two 
uB  alumni—leuman  M.  Waugh  (1900)  and  Waugh’s 
roommate,  charles  f.  Bodecker  (1900)—along  with 
faculty  member  victor  H.  Jackson  were  among  two 
dozen  professionals  who  gathered  at  the  columbia 
university club to form the international association for 
dental research (iadr).
  Headquartered  in  alexandria,  va.,  the  iadr  now 
boasts more than 12,000 members worldwide. Bodecker 
served as  iadr president during  the 1940s.  in  fact, he 
was one of the first two elected members of the organiza-
tion and presented its first report. Bodecker’s father, uB 
alumnus carl f.W. Bodecker, also played a prominent role 
in  international dental research, serving as chairman of 
the dental clinic in the international Medical congress 
in Washington, d.c., in 1887. He also presided over the 
clinic  of  the  international  dental  congress  at  chicago 
during the World’s fair.
  Waugh  achieved  notoriety  for  his  excursions  to  the 
arctic, where he researched caries. Before he died in 1972 
at age 95, Waugh was the last living founding member of 
the iadr.
  Many sdM faculty members continue to carry on the 
dental school’s legacy of international research.
  robert Genco, ’63, suny distinguished Professor in the 
uB department of Oral Biology, served as iadr president 
in 1985-86 and again in 1991-92.
  another  suny distinguished service  Professor,  sebas-
tian ciancio, who graduated from uB, has fostered several 
collaborations  with  researchers  abroad,  including  sultan 
al Mubarak, with whom he collaborated on an important 
paper focusing on periodontal therapy in diabetic subjects. 
their  paper  recently  was  published  in  the  international 
Journal of diabetes Mellitus.
  ciancio, who chairs the department of Periodontics 
and  endodontics,  is  one  of  several  sdM  faculty 
“globetrotters.”  He  traveled  to  singapore  in  august 
to  serve  as  featured  lecturer  at  the  singapore  dental 

society’s annual convention, where he lectured to the 
dental society and to the national university of singapore 
faculty of dentistry.
  last January, ciancio was a featured speaker at a dental 
convention  in dubai, where he  talked  about  the  impact 
of dental problems both on oral health and bodily health. 
and in June, ciancio received a recognition award from the 
international academy of Periodontology during its bien-
nial meeting in lviv, ukraine. ciancio is the immediate past 
president of the organization.
  uB dental school professors’ expertise often is sought as 
a result of agreements the school has forged with universi-
ties  around  the world.  the  school  now has  roughly  two 
dozen such agreements, with more in the works, allowing 
sdM faculty to share their knowledge abroad while foreign 
professionals bring their experiences to uB.
   “the advantage is, it gives our students a global per-
spective  in what  is happening  in  the world of dentistry,” 
ciancio says.
  Oftentimes, these research collaborations yield findings 
that can be applied in the u.s. ciancio points to the diabe-
tes research paper with al-Mubarak as an example.
diabetes  is on  the  rise  in  the united states, but  in saudi 
arabia, a far larger part of the population is affected by the 
disease. researchers can apply the knowledge they gath-
ered  in  the Middle  east  to diabetes  research  in america, 
ciancio explains.
  Moreover,  he  says,  such  international  collaborations 
help uB students learn about different health care systems. 
“it gives us a very broad perspective, both in our research 
abilities and in our ability to understand worldwide prob-
lems  and  help  find  solutions  to  these  problems,”  says 
ciancio. “sometimes, the solution you find to a problem 
abroad can be applied to one at home that you haven’t 
found yet.”
  this year, the dental school signed another agreement 
with the saudi cultural Mission, which will send up to four 
practicing dentists to study american dentistry at uB. the 
agreement was forged through the dental school’s previous 
relationship with  saudi  dentists.  shibly,  the  international 
dentist  Program  director,  says  the  welcoming  nature 
of  both  the  uB  school  of  dental  Medicine  and  the 
university  itself  make  Buffalo  an  attractive  option  for 
international dentists.
  “Many  of  our  postgraduate  trainees  here  have  or 
are  now  in  very  high  positions  in  saudi  arabia,”  says 
Glick,  the  school’s  dean.  “the  president  of  the  saudi 
dental  association  is  a  graduate  from  here,  some  as-
sociate research deans are from here, and that gives us 
a  tremendous  opportunity  to  continue  these  types  of 
international endeavors.” c

David Hill is community relations associate for University 
Communications. This piece was adapted from Hill's article in 
the fall 2011 issue of the uB dentist newsletter.
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4 FROM THE VICE PROVOST

By Stephen C. Dunnett

as the fall semester draws to a 
close, it is good to take stock of  
  this  season  of  new  begin-

nings. Our new president—uB’s first 
to  be  born  overseas—has  declared 
his  strong  commitment  to  interna-
tional education. early in the semes-
ter  we  had  occasion  to  showcase 
uB’s  international engagement and 
global  reach  as  part  of  President 
tripathi’s  investiture  celebration  in 
mid-september. 
  Part of a week-long series of spe-
cial inaugural events highlighting the 
strengths and impact of the university, 
“uB  engaging  Our  World  day”  on 
september 19 drew attention to the 
many ways uB is an internationalized 
institution with extensive and impactful activities and affili-
ations around the world. the day included the “uB Global 
fair” with exhibits by departments, service units and inter-
national student clubs featuring the broad range of inter-

national studies, programs, services and cultural activities 
that contribute so much to the university.  in addition to 
staging performances of their arts and culture, participat-
ing  international  student  clubs  prepared  delicacies  from 
their native cuisines for visitors to sample at the fair. the 
fair also featured presentations by eight globally engaged 
faculty, who introduced their audience to the international 
research, teaching and service activities they do across 
the globe.
  Providing  such  visibility  to  uB’s  international  dimen-
sions during  inauguration week was a clear  indication of  
the  importance our new president assigns  to  the univer-

sity’s  international  agenda.  as 
Provost, dr. tripathi convened 
the international strategy task 
Group, as part of the uB 2020 
effort,  to  develop  a  strategic 
internationalization  plan  for 
the  institution—a  plan  that 
is  still  in  the process  of  being 
implemented.
    this issue of UB International 
provides  a  current  sampling 
of the variegated  international 
outreach  and  engagement 
activities  of  uB  that  reflect 
our   “ internat ional izat ion 
imperative”—with  distinctive 
examples  from  a  number  of 
schools,  including  arts  and 
sciences,  dental  Medicine, 
law, social Work, architecture 

and  Planning,  Public  Health  and  Health  Professions, 
Medicine and Biomedical sciences, and engineering and 
applied sciences. 
  all  of  our  schools  recognize  the  internationalization  
imperative. Higher education in the new century is irreme-
diably shaped by the forces of globalization and techno-
logical  change  that  allow  instantaneous  communication 
and collaboration with all parts of the world. a review of the 
listing of international activities by our faculty and staff in 
this issue—representing only a fraction of what is actually 
going on at uB—suggests the extent of our colleagues’ 
active engagement with collaborators and partner institu-
tions abroad.
  uB  has  had  a  head  start  in  the  internationalization 
process thanks to its international enrollment strategy, pio-
neering programs overseas, and the international orienta-
tion of its faculty and research. However, universities across 
the u.s. and around the world have now recognized the 
importance of internationalization, and are striving to catch 
up by bolstering their international enrollment, programs 
and affiliations.
  likewise, as part of her “Power of suny” strategic plan, 
suny chancellor nancy Zimpher  is  leading the effort to 
internationalize the campuses of suny not only to enhance 
the educational and research missions of these institutions 
but to help advance suny’s support of new york state’s 
economic  development  and  competitiveness  strategy. 
uB  is proud  to be part of  that effort. together with our 
colleagues across suny, we look forward to addressing a 
critical part of the internationalization agenda—enhancing 
the preparation of our  students  for careers  in  the global 
economy  and  supporting  new  york  state’s  workforce 
development needs. c

President and Mrs. Tripathi (3rd and 2nd from r.) view the 
Lion Dance during the Global Fair (photos: Douglas Levere)

SUNY Chancellor Zimpher and Trustees Chair Carl Hayden place the UB 
presidential medallion on President Tripathi during the Investiture ceremony
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LAW SCHOOL'S LL.M. PROGRAM ENROLLS MOST DIVERSE CLASS EVER

By Joseph Schneider

this year the uB law school’s Master of laws (ll.M.) 
programs  admitted one of  the most  internationally  
diverse classes in recent history, and nearly doubled 

their enrollment from the previous year. 
  We welcomed students who are from or have studied 
in Brazil, canada, china, croatia,  the dominican repub-
lic, ethiopia, france, Guyana, Jamaica, namibia, Pakistan, 
spain,  togo,  trinidad, 
the  united  Kingdom, 
the united states, and 
Zimbabwe. 
  in addition, the law 
school  hosted  visiting 
scholars  this  fall  from 
ireland,  norway,  and 
turkey,  as  well  as  one 
exchange   s tudent 
f r o m   e s a d e   l a w 
school  in  Barcelona, 
spain.
  to  be  admitted  to 
an  ll.M.  program,  an 
applicant  must  have 
a  first  degree  in  law, 
which  is  a  Juris  doc-
tor  (J.d.)  degree  in 
the  u.s.  and  canada 
but a Bachelor of laws 
(ll.B.)  in  most  of  the 
rest  of  the  world.  in 
addition, all applicants 
are  interviewed,  usu-
ally  with  the  help  of 
internet communications software such as skype. 
  Once  we  accept  a  student,  we  place  him  or  her  in 
touch with either a current student or a recent graduate, 
preferably  a  student  from  the  applicant’s  locality  or  one 
with similar interests. this allows accepted students to hear 
about life in Buffalo and in O’Brian Hall from the first-hand 
perspective of the student. 
  the age of our students varies. We have students with 
many years of experience in practice as well as those who 
just  finished  their  first  law degrees  last  year. Our  alumni 
tell  us  that  they  find  Buffalo  both  large  and  small,  with 
the diverse resources and opportunities of a major city as 
well as the welcoming and inviting environment of a close- 
knit community. 
  One of the primary reasons non-u.s. trained attorneys 
come to our General ll.M. program is to sit for the new 
york bar examination and become licensed to practice 
law in new york. it is one of only a handful of states that 

allow people without  a  J.d. degree  from a  law  school 
accredited by the american Bar association to sit for the 
bar exam. 
  While  non-u.s.  trained  lawyers  from  jurisdictions 
rooted in the common law (english) tradition who have 
attended  law  school  for  a minimum of  three  years  can 
usually sit for new york’s bar examination without obtain-
ing an ll.M., those from civil-law jurisdictions must first 

complete  an  ll.M. 
degree. 
  new  york  law 
is  the  law of global 
commerce ,   and 
that   i s   nowhere 
m o r e   a p p a r e n t 
than the rising pro-
portion of non-u.s. 
trained  graduates 
who  sit  for  its  bar 
exam. 
  l a s t   y e a r   a 
q u a r t e r   o f   t h e 
people  sitting  for 
the  new  york  Bar 
examination  were 
not  trained  in  the 
united  states,  and 
the  top  country  of 
origin was china. 
  d e s p i t e   t h e 
many  advantages 
they  offer  to  inter-
national  students, 
one  of  the  biggest 

challenges  uB  law  school’s  ll.M.  program  confront  is 
visibility. 
  the  stories  students  share  about  discovering  uB  law 
school  abroad  suggest  that,  like Buffalo  itself, uB  law  is 
a well-kept secret overseas. indeed, many accepted stu-
dents tell us anecdotes of being referred to uB law school 
by a prominent alum or faculty member—everyone seems 
to have a  story about how  they  learned about uB law 
school. 
  as a globally focused program within a major interna-
tionalized  research  university,  we  are  actively  seeking  to 
increase our prominence abroad and become more widely 
known as a top destination for non-u.s. students. to find 
out more about our programs, please visit our website at 
http://www.law.buffalo.edu/llm. c

Joseph Schneider is Director of Post-Professional and Interna-
tional Education at the Law School.

LL.M. students visit courts in downtown Buffalo
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UNIVERA FOUNDER TO HEAD GLOBAL HEALTH OFFICE AT UB

By Judson Mead

arthur Goshin (Bs ’66, Md ’70)  helped start a com-
munity  hea l th  c l in ic   in   the  f i rs t   Ward  in  
 lackawanna, n.y., when he was a medical student 

at uB in the late 1960s. a few years later he turned his 
interest  in  community  health  care  into  the  HMO  that 
became  univera  Healthcare,  a  $1  billion-a-year  health 
care and health insurance business.
  now  he’s  starting  a 
new program at uB with 
the  whole  world  in  his 
sights. 
  this  fall  the  school 
created  the  Office  of 
Global  Health  initia-
tives, which Goshin will 
head. He will not take a 
salary. He has also made 
a  gift  of  $100,000  to 
the  school  primarily 
for  fellowships  for  stu-
dents  in  global  health 
placements.  it  is  the 
largest gift in the young 
school’s history.
  He   had  recent ly 
sponsored three occupational therapy student placements 
in india and africa through his Healthy World foundation.
  “With cutbacks in state funding for uB, it seemed un-
likely that the sPHHP would be able to identify resources 
to create the office, so i decided to help with both my time 
and some resources,” Goshin says.
  His connection to global health  issues comes through 
organizations  doing  work  in  the  field.  He  retired  from 
univera in 2003, and shortly afterward traveled to rural 
Haiti  with  a  friend  who  was  advising  a  freedom  from 
Hunger microfinance program there. Goshin says he was 
immediately struck by the possibility of integrating health 
care with microfinance.
  His  interest  led  to membership on  the  freedom  from 
Hunger  board  of  trustees.  He  also  started  his  own  pilot 
health project in uganda. He helped freedom from Hunger 
obtain a $6 million grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
foundation for a microfinance and health care project and 
served as a senior advisor for the project in Benin, Burkina 
faso, Philippines, Bolivia and india.
  He started the Healthy World foundation, which he self-
funds,  in  2006.  the  foundation partners with  in-country 
organizations and   is engaged in projects  in uganda and 
india  ranging  from  clinics  for  the  homeless,  childhood 
malnutrition, projects serving disabled children and the 
frail elderly in rural villages to a collaboration with roswell 

Park cancer institute for oral cancer screening and a col-
laboration with the World Health Organization on a new 
malaria intervention.
  lynn Kozlowski, dean of sPHHP, says of the new office, 
“it’s great to have someone to take on this work who can 
network in the university, in suny and in the global health 
community.” 

      Goshin  has  already  met 
with suny senior vice chan-
cellor for Global affairs Mitch 
leventhal   in  Manhattan. 
this  fall one of  the uB MPH 
students  he  is  funding  is 
working in a rural village at a 
placement he arranged with 
an organization run by a man 
who was  india’s 2009 social 
entrepreneur  of  the  year.  it 
takes  connections  to  make 
connections. 
    after a career in the health 
care  business  and  the  start 
of  a  second  career  in  global 
health, Goshin sees potential 
intersections  of  interest—for 

instance, between a public health researcher working on 
ways  to  reduce  waterborne  disease  by  sanitizing  water 
sources  and  engineering  faculty  working  on  low-cost 
water  purification  systems—as  what  he  calls  “opportu-
nistic partnerships.” 
  His  long-term vision  is  that  the  school  can become a 
leader  in  global  health  learning,  research  and  service 
engagement. He also sees the school as a potential nexus of 
global health collaborations across uB, suny and Western 
new york.
  Goshin  divides  his  time  between  Buffalo;  santa  fe, 
n.M.;  and  new  york  city.  He  estimates  that  he  spends 
about a month a year in india and uganda. He sits on the 
boards of  several non-profit organizations  (including the 
community  Health  foundation  of  Western  and  central 
new york, of which he is a founder) and several corporate 
boards. When he is in Buffalo, he’s in his sPHHP office in 
Kimball tower.
  When he  came  to uB  as  an undergraduate planning 
to take a pre-med curriculum and go to medical school, 
his dream was to be a doctor in a faraway place, bringing 
medicine  to  people  who  had  none.  things  didn’t  turn 
out quite that way. now he’s catching up with how it all 
started. c

Judson Mead is a senior editor for University Communications.
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GLOBAL EXPERTS GATHER IN BUFFALO FOR QUAKE SUMMIT

By Ellen Goldbaum

the 2011 earthquakes that struck new Zealand and 
Japan, research on improving nuclear power plant  
design, earthquake engineering research in the u.s. 

in  the next quarter century and  improving resilience of 
buildings, bridges and critical  infrastructure 
were  all  on  the  agenda  for  Quake  summit 
2011,  earthquake  &  Multi-Hazards  resil-
ience: Progress and challenges, held in Buf-
falo June 9-11, 2011.
  Quake  summit  2011  combines  the  an-
nual meeting  of  uB’s  Mceer  (formerly  the 
Multidisciplinary  center  for  earthquake 
engineering  research)  and  the  George  e. 
Brown network for earthquake engineering 
simulation  (nees),  funded  by  the  national 
science foundation. it was held in the Buffalo 
niagara  convention  center  and  the  Hyatt 
regency Buffalo.
  Geared  toward  earthquake  engineers, 
hazards researchers and students and educa-
tors  in these areas, the conference featured 
nearly 100 presentations on the latest research 
in  earthquake  engineering  and  multi-
hazards resilience.  it attracted more than 
200 experts and students from throughout 
the u.s. and abroad.
  february’s  christchurch,  new  Zealand, 
earthquake  and  the  March  11  offshore  Honshu,  Japan, 
earthquake and tsunami were discussed during the opening 
plenary session at 5:30 p.m. June 9. this session is being 
organized by the earthquake engineering research insti-
tute, a national, nonprofit, technical society of engineers, 
geoscientists,  architects,  planners,  public  officials  and 
social scientists.
  a  plenary  session  titled  “earthquake  engineering: 
the next 25 years” will take place at 8 a.m. June 11 and 
will explore recommendations of two national research 
council panels.
  “next Generation nuclear Power Plants” will be covered 
in  a  breakout  session  on  June  11  chaired  by  andrew 
Whittaker, professor and chair of the uB department of 
civil, structural and environmental engineering. the ses-
sion will feature discussion of methods to assess hazards 
and advance the structural design of Generation iii+ and 
iv nuclear power facilities. 
  Whittaker, who noted that the session was planned prior 
to  the  devastating  Japanese  earthquake  and  subsequent 
nuclear  power  failures,  says  it  was  “a  forward-looking 
session”  that  focused on design of  future nuclear power 
plants, rather than assessment of existing facilities. Present-
ers discussed isolation and modular technologies, some of 

which have been developed at uB, for building new nuclear 
power plants.
  topics covered by other breakout sessions included miti-
gation of hazards to buildings, bridges and other structures 

of  steel,  wood  and  concrete;  electric  power  substations; 
wind turbines; nonstructural components; lifelines; and the 
general issue of improving resilience.
  efforts  to  improve  extreme  events  education  were 
addressed,  included  a  presentation  on  Mceer’s  earth-
quake engineering seminar series in Haiti and platforms 
for  sharing  earthquake  engineering  and  extreme  event 
educational resources.
  representatives  of  nees  and  each  of  the  14  nees 
laboratories throughout the united states were on hand to 
provide information and demonstrations on experimental, 
computational and online collaborative capabilities.  
  three  workshops  showcased  nees  features  that 
facilitate research, online collaboration and data man-
agement.
  Quake summit 2011 also included a continuing educa-
tion seminar for practicing engineers that reviewed changes 
in earthquake-design standards for construction through-
out  the  u.s.  the  seminar,  titled  “changes  to  seismic 
Provisions  of asce/sei  7-10: Minimum design  loads  for 
Buildings and Other structures” Ground Motion, structural, 
non-structural  components,”  was  jointly  sponsored  by 
Mceer and the Buffalo section of the american society of 
civil engineers.

Quake Summit 2011 included a field trip to UB/MCEER’s ECLIPSE campus to view a full-scale 
bridge test of elastomeric seismic isolation bearings that support these 72-foot long concrete 
box girder bridges

continued on page 8
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  Quake  summit’s  technical  program  chairs  were 
Whittaker; andre filiatrault, Mceer director and uB pro-
fessor of civil, structural and environmental engineering; 
and thalia anagnos, professor of general  engineering, 
san José state university.
  More  than  a  dozen  uB  faculty  and  staff  participated 
in  the  Quake  summit,  many  of  whom  have  traveled  to 
countries and regions devastated by extreme events as part 
of  international efforts  to  improve the resilience of com-
munities against earthquakes and other hazards. disaster 

UB CENTER CONDUCTS U.S. LAUNCH AND SYMPOSIUM FOR
WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY

uB’s  center  for  international 
rehabilitation  research  in-
formation  and  exchange 

(cirrie) conducted the U.S. Launch 
and Symposium on the World Report 
on Disability in arlington, va, sep-
tember 12-13, 2011.  
  the Report was released by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the World Bank in June, 2011, 
and  national  events  are  being 
organized  in  various  countries  to 
make  policy  makers,  researchers, 
practitioners  and  disability  advo-
cates aware of it.  
  cirrie was  invited by WHO and the World Bank  to 
organize  and  host  a  launch  event  in  the  u.s.    Other 
collaborating  organizations  were  the  Pan  american 
Health  Organization,  the  inter-agency  committee  on 
disability research and the u.s. international council on 
disabilities.cirrie director, John stone of the uB school 
of Public Health and Health Professions, was co-chair of 
the event.
  the  World  report  on  disability  summarizes  the  best 
available scientific evidence on disability and makes rec-
ommendations for action in support of the implementa-
tion of the un convention on the rights of Persons with 
disabilities. 
  the product of a multi-year effort by over 300 con-
tributors from all parts of the world, the World Report pro-
vides documented evidence of the social and economic 
status of persons with disabilities,  the  state of disability 
services, problems and good practices, as well as recom-
mendations  for  needed  research  and  development.  it 
also  includes the first update of WHO’s global disability 

mitigation, response to extreme events and multi-hazard 
engineering are research strengths of the university iden-
tified  in  the  uB  2020  strategic  plan.  founded  in  1986, 
Mceer,  headquartered  at  the  university  at  Buffalo,  is  a 
national  center  of  excellence  in  advanced  technology 
applications dedicated to reducing losses from earthquakes 
and  other  hazards,  and  to  improving  disaster  resilience. 
One of three such centers in the nation established by the 
national  science  foundation,  Mceer  has  been  funded 
principally over the past two decades with more than $67 
million  from nsf, more  than $47 million  from the state 
of new york and more than $34 million from the federal 
Highway administration. c

prevalence  estimates  for  more 
than thirty years. 
       One billion persons, or 15% 
of  the  world’s  population,  are 
persons  with  disability.  for  the 
topics  discussed,  the  report 
represents the best single source 
of knowledge on disability at the 
global scale.
    the objective of the september 
meeting  was  to  introduce  the 
report  to u.s.  audiences. WHO 
has  encouraged member  states 
to conduct national events to dis-
seminate the report to key stake-

holders in each country, especially policy makers. the u.s. 
launch was aimed at moving the report’s recommendation 
forward  through u.s. policy, practice  and advocacy.  the 
symposium examined the implications of the World report 
for the u.s. domestically and internationally.
  the  first morning  featured  representatives  of  interna-
tional organizations and u.s. federal government agencies 
that  develop  and  implement disability policies  and  fund 
research related to disability. the opening statement was 
delivered by Kareem dale, the White House special assistant 
to  the President  for disability Policy. the next day and a 
half was devoted to the presentation and discussion of the 
eight chapters of the report. discussion was focused on the 
implications of each chapter for the u.s., both domestically 
and internationally.
  two  uB  faculty  members  contributed  to  the  Report 
and  presented  chapters  at  the  symposium.  John  stone 
presented the chapter on rehabilitation. edward steinfeld 
of  architecture  and  Planning  presented  the  chapter  on 
"enabling environments," which he co-authored. c 

QUAKE SUMMIT
continued from page 7
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UB ASIAN STUDIES HOSTS NYCAS 2011: ASIA AT WORK AND PLAY

Professors, graduate  students and other  scholars with 
an  interest  in  asia  gathered  in  Buffalo  september  
16-17  for  the  2011  new  york  conference  on  asian 

studies (nycas), hosted by the uB asian studies Program 
and organized by Kristin stapleton, director of asian stud-
ies; and Bruce acker, assistant director. 
  the theme of the 2011 conference was “asia at Work 
and Play,” highlighting  the ways  in which  the  labor and 
creativity  of  people  in  and  from asia have  transformed 
the world.
  the  167  registered  nycas  participants  included  26 
faculty  and  staff  and 21 graduate  students  from  the uB 
college of arts and sciences, Graduate school of education, 
law school, school of Management, school of Medicine 
and Biomedical sciences, uB libraries, and the uB art Gallery. 

registered participants were joined at public lectures and 
exhibition openings by several hundred other faculty, stu-
dents, and community members. 
  non-uB participants at the interdisciplinary conference 
hailed  from  16  states  and  provinces  and  6  countries 
overseas, including china, Japan, australia, england, italy, 
and russia.  Professor  larisa Zhilina of dostoevsky  state 
university  in  Omsk,  russia,  who  spoke  on  russian  and 
Japanese student perceptions of each other, may well be 
the first nycas participant to travel from siberia for the 
conference.
  scholarly panels on the theme of asia at Work and Play 
and a wide range of other topics took place at the ramada 
Hotel and conference center. in addition to the 41 panels, 
conference highlights included:
♦	 the exhibition opening in the center for the arts gallery 
of “Buffalo Beijing: translation,” an impressive collabora-

tion between Mfa students in uB’s department of visual 
studies and students at the central academy of fine arts 
in Beijing
♦	the world premiere of Dinh Q. Lê: Saigon Diary, a strik-
ing  multimedia  exhibition  at  the  uB  anderson  Gallery 
(september 17 – december 31) that provides tremendous 
insight into economic, social, and environmental condi-
tions in contemporary saigon
♦	 “What is asian contemporary art: the challenges of a 
new field of enquiry,” a keynote address by Melissa chiu, 
vice president for Global arts Programs at the asia society
♦	 a plenary address by  the president of  the association 
for asian studies, Gail Hershatter, entitled, “the Girl Who 
Burned the Banknotes: a child daughter-in-law’s story and 
the shape of social change in early socialist china”

♦	   “china’s  sacred  sites,”  a  display  of  stunning 
photographs based on the book of the same name 
by Buffalo architect Bonnie foit-albert
♦	   “the arts  in asia: a Workshop  for  teachers,” 
featuring presentations on  visual  and performing 
arts in vietnam, Japan, and india
♦		an energetic drum performance by the Korean 
folk art club
    the conference would not have been possible 
without the significant involvement and assistance 
of many faculty, staff, and students across the uni-
versity at Buffalo. asian studies is especially grateful 
for  the  close  collaboration on nycas 2011  from 
Bruce Kolesnick and amy veiders in the uB Office 
of special events, sandy Olsen and sandra firmin in 
the uB art Gallery, Millie chen in the department 
of visual studies, eric yang  and Peggy du in the uB 
confucius  institute,  and Heidi conschafter  at  the 
ramada Hotel and conference center. 
     a strong cadre of undergraduate and gradu-
ate  student  volunteers—mobilized  by  asian 

studies graduate assistant  Jeffrey chow—helped with 
registration,  exhibitor  displays,  event  reception,  and 
many other tasks. 
  significant  financial  contributions  came  from  the  uB 
college of arts and sciences,  the uB confucius  institute, 
the association for asian studies, east view information 
services,  norman  and  thuy  Murray,  and  Papaya  and 
saigon/Bangkok restaurants.
  the next nycas conference, september 28-29, 2012, 
will  be  held  at  suny  new  Paltz,  focused  on  the  theme 
“contesting tradition.” the nycas web presence is now 
hosted  by  the  uB  asian  studies  Program,  so  additional 
information  about  upcoming  conferences  can  be  found 
at  www.asianstudies.buffalo.edu/nycas/index.shtml.  uB 
faculty and graduate students with an interest in any part 
of asia or asian diasporas are encouraged to consider at-
tending and presenting at the 2012 conference. c

Krristin Stapleton (far left) and Bruce Acker (2nd from l) are honored by NYCAS 
President Patricia Welch and Executive Secretary Ron Knapp at NYCAS 2011
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TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH WITH UB TEAM

By Patricia Donovan

a month in ancient, sub-arctic peat bogs among the 
seals  and  grizzlies  of  Kamchatka’s  outer  banks  is  
 not for the out of shape or faint of heart.

  fortunately,  claude  larson  is  neither.  an  intrepid, 
Montreal-born and exceptionally fit middle-school science 
teacher  from Oak ridge, n.J., 
larson  has  climbed  moun-
tains,  jumped  from  planes 
and trawled the north atlan-
tic  to  survey  the  sea  scallop 
population.
  But her month-long trip to 
Kamchatka’s sub-arctic north-
eastern  shore  in  July  2010 
with  an  expeditionary  force 
of  archaeologists,  volcanolo-
gists,  ecologists  and  geolo-
gists let by uB anthropologist 
ezra  Zubrow  certainly  takes 
the cake.
  larson  was  participating 
in  a  project  sponsored  by 
Polartrec  (teachers  and 
researchers exploring and collaborating), a program in 
which K-12 teachers spend two to six weeks participating 
in  hands-on  field  research  in  the  polar  regions.  they 
then bring their experiences back to the classroom and 
to other educators.
  “the goal is to invigorate polar science education and 
understanding by bringing K-12  educators  and polar  re-
searchers together,” says Zubrow, whose expedition is part 
of  the  international  circumpolar  archaeological  Project, 
funded by the national science foundation.
  in connection with  the project, Zubrow and his  team 
have been conducting geological surveys, excavations and 
ecological climate analyses of siberia’s remote Kamchatka 
peninsula,  a  rough  and  extremely  volcanic  wilderness 
region  the  size  of  california.  it  is  sparsely  populated, 
littered  with  deserted  villages,  derelict  industrial  sites 
and former soviet military installations, most long aban-
doned. a sad and forlorn place in some ways.
  Getting to the field site required, among other trials, a 
10-hour plane flight from Moscow to the Kamchatka city 
of Petropavlovsk, followed by endless miles of travel by 
bus and car, then a four-hour barge trip across a lake, 
followed by a seven-hour drive across wooded wilderness 
in a cold War-era tank to arrive at the base camp on the 
stolbevaya river.
  “yes, i hung off a tank,” larson says, “and i ate dinner 
in the field while ash from an erupting volcano dropped all 
over me. i hiked many miles a day over rough terrain and 

wandered in a field so full of excavated depressions (the 
local ancients lived in underground dugouts) that it was like 
being on the moon—if the moon was covered with deep 
summer grass.
  not only that, but Zubrow adds: “On her first day 
out, it was the novice larson who found the first cluster 
of circular depressions that indicated the site of ancient, 

round, underground houses, 
including  the  oldest  one 
we found during the entire 
season. it was 6,500 years 
old.”
  each  community  being 
surveyed,  mapped  and  ex-
cavated during the project’s 
several  field  expeditions 
once  numbered  about  500 
reindeer hunters and fisher-
men,  and  a  few  may  be 
up  to  10,000  years  old, 
Zubrow says.
  “i’m  always  aware,” 
he  says, “that here  in what 
are  to  us  such  remote  and 
distant  places,  real  people 

lived and loved and died; had children—and now they’ve 
totally disappeared. But  in my work,  i get to bring them 
into present-day consciousness. i consider this to be such 
a privilege.”
  it is an undertaking that involves digging deep into ash, 
earth and peat bogs, sifting tons of soil, analyzing often tiny 
and frequently eroded bits of stone and other materials, us-
ing a GPs to map their location and later, placing them in 
a context that describes their meaning or use.
  “it was an amazing experience to slowly trowel out 
sections of earth or sift through layers of volcanic ash and 
suddenly see things appear: a knife or a bone, a chip or 
flake—in the end, they comprise a ‘magic bag’ of pre-
cious objects,” larson says. “it was such an awakening 
for me. twelve people traveled to the ends of the earth 
to come back with a little plastic bag that can tell us so 
much about a people, their communities and way of life 
that existed thousands of years ago. i’ve seen items like 
this in museums,” she says, “but i had no idea what it 
took, what it meant. i do now, because now i’ve found 
them myself.
  “and no matter where  i go or what  i do,” she says, 
“the people i was with on this trip will be with me because 
no one else i ever meet for the rest of my life will have 
done this work.” c

Patricia Donovan is a senior editor for University Commu-
nications.

Claude Larson during expedition to  Kamchatka
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EWA ZIAREK'S CAREER COMES FULL CIRCLE

By Jim Bisco

ewa  Ziarek,  Julian  Park  Professor  in  the  department 
of  comparative  literature,  refers  to  her  “double  
arrival” at uB. she first came here as a graduate stu-

dent in 1985 with her husband, Krzysztof, whom she met 
at the university of Warsaw.
  “the  idea  of  us  coming  to  america  to 
study at the time was like going to the moon. 
it seemed absolutely impossible,” she recalls.  
  “i  came  here  straight  from  Poland  and 
didn’t have a clue. it was at the end of mar-
tial law (in Poland). When i arrived (at uB), i 
couldn’t type because at that time you had 
to have permission  to own a  typewriter  (in 
Poland). it was a time of censorship and con-
trol of the dissemination of the written word. 
it was a big  surprise  that  i had  to  type my 
papers and i didn’t know how to, so it was a 
culture shock.”
  their  figurative  trip  to  the  moon—Buf-
falo—was  suggested by american  fulbright 
scholars who were teaching at the university 
of  Warsaw.  they  recommended  uB  at  the 
time because of the Ziareks’ interdisciplinary 
interest and double-track pursuits of literature and philoso-
phy  as  master’s  students.  “We  applied  to  several  places 
and Buffalo accepted us, so we decided to take a risk with 
this unknown place,” she explains. “it turned out to be a 
perfect fit.”
  after graduating from uB in 1989, they both received 
teaching offers  from  the university  of notre dame.  “We 
decided to stay in this country for many reasons, but one 
for me was that  it was possible to combine an academic 
career and family life,” she says. “also, the access to books, 
the library and computers.”
  the  couple  had  reached  full  professorship  at  notre 
dame when two openings appeared  in uB’s department 
of comparative literature—one for a specialist in feminist 
theory and another for an expert in poetry (Krzysztof is a 
poet)—for which  they were  encouraged  to  apply.  that 
was 1994 and the heralding of the Ziareks’ second arrival 
at uB.
  “at  first,  the  experience  was  very  different  but  the 
sense  of  the  cutting-edge  intellectual  work,  excitement 
and  interdisciplinary  inquiry  remained  the  same,”  she 
says.  “i wanted  to put  these  intellectual  ideals  into my 
pedagogical  practice,  continue  my  own  research  and 
to build institutional structures that support this kind of 
experimental intellectual ethos. i’ve been very fortunate 
to be on the faculty here.”
  Ziarek describes her experience in the department as en-
riching. “i value both collaborating with my colleagues, but 

also the teaching, having interdisciplinary and international 
graduate students. that’s new for me,” she says. 
  “right now, i’m teaching a seminar on (German-ameri-
can political theorist) Hannah arendt and (Bulgarian-french 
philosopher  and  feminist)  Julia  Kristeva;  i  have  students 

from  comparative  literature, 
english, art, musicology, Phi-
losophy  and  american  stud-
ies.   students  from  Korea, 
algeria,  Poland,  slovenia, 
Germany, china and america. 
that’s  very  exciting.  Maybe 
because  i  am  a  naturalized 
immigrant, to be in this kind 
of   internat ional   company 
at  uB  and  trying  to  create  a 
welcoming  environment  for 
all my students is priceless.”
        the  founding  director  of 
uB’s Humanities institute, Zi-
arek is now on an institute fel-
lowship,  launching  her  third 
book  in a  trilogy on  feminist 
theory  and  contributions  to 

Western culture that began in 2001 with “an ethics of 
dissensus” (stanford) and continued with her second, 
“feminist  aesthetics,”  to  be  published  by  columbia 
in 2013.
  the third book, “natality and Biopolitics,” will explore 
possibilities  and  limitations  of  the  feminist  politics  of 
“natality”—a term she borrowed from arendt—in the age 
of globalization. for Ziarek in this context, natality has a 
three-pronged meaning: to biological birth, to the influx 
of newcomers to political life, and to the possibility of a 
new beginning.
  she combines this concept with biopolitics, a new area 
of political  theory  and medical  research.  “it  represents  a 
shift  in politics, where the quality of human life becomes 
a political issue. We can see that most dramatically in such 
issues as abortion, right to death, medical euthanasia and 
stem-cell  research. the explicit discussion of biopolitics  is 
missing in arendt’s philosophy. i want to develop it from 
a feminist perspective by focusing particularly on the area 
of  human birth,  reproduction,  as well  as  citizenship  and 
‘naturalization’.”
  Ziarek points out  that  this  is a  rich  topic  that might 
lead  to more  than one book. With  that  in mind,  she  is 
considering  subsequent  interdisciplinary  international 
collaborations—with rosalyn diprose, a philosophy pro-
fessor at the university of south Wales, australia, a politi-
cal theorist with experience in biomedical ethics, as well 
as with colleagues in the uB law school who have been 

continued on page 16
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SRIHARI RECEIVES MAJOR INTERNATIONAL AWARD

By Ellen Goldbaum

sargur n. srihari, director of the university at Buffalo’s 
center  of  excellence  in  document  analysis  and  
recognition (cedar) and suny distinguished Pro-

fessor of computer science and engineering, has won 
the 2011 interna-
tional  conference 
o n   d o c u m e n t 
a n a l y s i s   a n d 
recognition  (ic-
dar)  Outstand-
ing  achievements 
award.
  He   i s   be ing 
honored  with  the 
award  for his out-
standing and con-
tinued  contribu-
tions  to  research 
and  education  in 
handwriting  rec-
ognition and doc-
ument  analysis, 
and for his service 
to the community.
  srihari  recently 
traveled to Beijing 
to accept the award and serve as a keynote speaker at the 
conference, held bi-annually by the international associa-
tion for Pattern recognition.
  His speech, entitled “Probabilistic Graphical Models 
in Machine  learning,”  focused on  the design of  com-
puter programs that learn and are able to modify their 
behavior  in  an  environment  of  constantly  changing 
information. Without machine learning, many computers 
that deal with rapidly changing data would require con-
stant reprogramming.
  Machine learning is crucial in fields such as document 
analysis and recognition due to the difficulty of expressing 
perceptual images, such as handwriting, in algorithms that 
computers can understand. Many of the advancements in 
machine learning were developed locally.
  “Buffalo has played an interesting role in the history of 
machine learning,” srihari says. “the first generation of ma-
chine learning programs, known as perceptrons, was devel-
oped at calspan corporation, here in Buffalo, in the 1960s. 
Many second-generation machine learning programs were 
enabled by postal data collected at the Buffalo post office 
by uB cedar students.”
  cedar is one of the largest research centers in the world 
devoted to developing new technologies that can recognize 

and read handwriting. research by srihari, his colleagues 
and students at cedar that allowed machines to recognize 
and understand handwriting was  at  the  core of  the  first 
handwritten address-interpretation system used by the u.s. 
Postal service. the research was later applied to “reading” 
tax forms and to forensic handwriting analysis.

      “the  third  generation  of 
machine  learning  programs, 
which are based on probabilis-
tic graphical models, are what 
enable many of today’s natu-
ral  language  applications,” 
srihari says.
    an example of these third-
generation  programs  is  text 
analytics  engines,  which  are 
capable  of  extracting  infor-
mation  such  as  names  and 
organizations  from  text  in  a 
variety  of  languages,  includ-
ing  english,  chinese,  russian 
and urdu.
   the icdar conference also 
presents an award to promising 
researchers  under  the  age  of 
40.  three  of  srihari’s  previ-
ous  students  have  won  the 
award,  including  venugopal 

Govindaraju,  suny distinguished Professor  of computer 
science  and  engineering  and  director  of  the  center  for 
unified  Biometrics  and  sensors  at  uB,  who  received  the 
award  in 2001;  Jonathan Hull, director of ricoh research 
in Palo alto, ca, who won in 1997; and tin Kam Ho, head 
of statistics research at lucent Bell labs in Murray Hill, nJ, 
who won in 1999.
  in addition to founding and directing uB’s cedar, sri-
hari is a fellow of the institute for electrical and electronics 
engineers and the international association of Pattern rec-
ognition. He organized the first-ever international workshop 
on computational forensics in the u.s., which was held at 
the national academy of sciences. He also has been a mem-
ber  of  federal  committees  charged with developing  and 
applying  the best  scientific  standards  to  important  social 
issues, serving on the Board of scientific counselors of the 
national library of Medicine and the national academy of 
sciences committee on identifying the needs of the foren-
sic science community. He also is the author of more than 
300 peer-reviewed publications and the subject of major 
coverage in the news media. c

Ellen Goldbaum is a senior editor for University Communica-
tions.
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UB HOSTS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BIOMEDICAL ONTOLOGY

By Patricia Donovan

Hundreds  of  international  scientists  from  dozens  of 
biomedical fields gathered at uB in July 2011 seek- 
ing  a  common  language  with  which  to  energize 

cross-disciplinary research.
  the international conference on Biomedical Ontology 
took place  July  26-30,  and  conference  convener  Barry 
smith  says  attendees  had  a  common  goal:  to  enable 
all of the data produced by the entire spectrum of  life 
sciences to be easily retrieved and understood by those 
working in all biomedical fields,  from the molecular to 
the global scale.
  “it is a huge order,” smith says, “little understood by the 
general public and difficult to achieve, but absolutely neces-
sary for the continued development of biomedical science. 
it promises benefits in some ways similar to those brought 
to physics by the standardization of units of measure in the 
18th century.”
  the goal is so important, that smith, an internationally 
recognized medical ontologist and Julian Park chair and 
suny  distinguished  Professor  in  the  uB  department 
of Philosophy, has devoted his professional life to this 
endeavor.
  the public may assume that when biomedical scientists 
talk, they use the same words to mean the same things. But 
as smith points out, in different research fields, even such 
common terms as “pain,” “gene,” “blood” and “cancer” 
may  have  very  different  meanings  when  used  in  differ-
ent contexts. With the exponential growth of biomedical 
data, this simple fact has enormous implications. it leads 
to  incompatibilities  that  frequently  confuse,  halt  cross-
disciplinary  research  and  severely  limit  communication 
among researchers.
  “in order to advance science,” he says, “it is crucial to 
successful biomedical  research  that  researchers  in various 
disciplines—from molecular biology to public health—who 
write  in  different  languages  and  use  discrete  reporting 
schemes accurately translate terms used by all systems in 
which they operate.
  “Otherwise, meaning is  lost.  information pertaining 
to research results cannot be found, in ways which can 
have  devastating  consequences  to  medical  research,” 
smith says.
  “shared ontologies, which are agreed-upon systems of 
meaning, are designed to prevent this from happening, 
to  enhance  knowledge  among  systems  that  could  not 
otherwise talk to each other,” he says.
  “We not  only need  to develop  and populate  ontolo-
gies,”  smith  explains,  “but  encode  shared definitions  in 
a way that enables computer programs to use them, and 
then promulgate our results to researchers throughout the 

world  so  that  they understand  this new knowledge and 
have functional access to it.”
  to these ends, the July conference is one of a series initi-
ated in 2009 to offer a forum for representatives of all major 
communities involved in the development and application 
of biomedical and related ontologies.
  in addition to many scientific presentations, the confer-
ence offered poster sessions, tutorials, workshops and dem-
onstrations of new software critical to translational research.
  among the issues under discussion this year were tech-
niques and technologies for collaborative ontology develop-
ment, reasoning with biomedical ontologies, the evaluation 
of biomedical ontologies and how biomedical ontologies 
interact with the semantic Web (i.e., the “Web of data” that 
enables machines to understand the semantics, or meaning, 
of information on the World Wide Web).
  smith  says presenters  considered  these  issues  in  con-
nection with gene and cell research, biomedical imaging, 
biochemistry and drug discovery, biomedical investigations, 
experimentation,  clinical  trials,  clinical  and  translational 
research, and development and anatomy.
  Keynote speakers were Bernard de Bono of the european 
Bioinformatics  institute,  and  roberto  rocha,  senior  cor-
porate manager  for knowledge management and clinical 
decision  support  in  the clinical  informatics research and 
development  (cird)  group  of  Partners  Healthcare  and 
Harvard school of Medicine.
  de  Bono’s  talk  on  the  “virtual  Physiological  Human 
Project” addressed efforts to bring together physiology and 
pharmacology modelers to develop uniform representation 
for  anatomical  structure  and  function  by  increasing  the 
interoperability of clinical systems.
  rocha’s  talk,  “Practical  applications  of  Ontologies  in 
clinical systems," addressed his work with Partners Health-
care and at the university of utah (2000-08), where he led 
the design and implementation of a distributed-data and 
knowledge-management infrastructure to support clinical 
and translational research.
  uB presenters  included Werner ceusters,  professor  of 
psychiatry,  school  of Medicine  and Biomedical  sciences, 
and principal  investigator on a new national institutes of 
Health grant focused on an ontology for pain and related 
disability, mental health and quality of life. He presented a 
tutorial to illustrate how this developing ontology can help 
patients with  chronic pain  clearly  and accurately  express 
how they feel to the doctors and health care providers try-
ing to understand and treat them. in addition to smith and 
ceusters, other uB presenters  included alex diehl of  the 
department of neurology,  randall dipert  of  the depart-
ment of  Philosophy,  Patrice  seyed of  the department of 
computer science and engineering, and alan ruttenberg 
of the school of dental Medicine. c
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TOSHIO MATSUTANI RECEIVES 2011 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
FROM SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT

toshio Matsutani, president of the uB alumni associa-
tion chapter  in Japan, received the 2011 achieve- 
ment award—industry leadership from the school 

of  Management  during  the  school’s  annual  awards 
ceremony at the airport Millennium Hotel in Buffalo on 
november 3, 2011.
  Matsutani is chair and ceO of Beniya co. ltd., a promi-
nent, upscale fashion retail chain headquartered in Kobe, 
Japan,  with  stores  throughout  the  country.  Beniya  was 
founded  in  the  late  1940s  and  led  the  Japanese  fashion 
industry by introducing european women’s fashions.
  Matsutani succeeded his  father as ceO after receiving 
his Ph.d. from the uB school of Management in 1985. He 
modernized the company by introducing a new american-
style operating system, heavily based on computerization. 
He also introduced the first e-commerce system in the Japa-
nese retail industry, which allowed consumers to purchase 
fashion items online.
  to  attract  the  younger  women’s  market,  Matsutani 
established a subsidiary clothing chain, offering casual and 
affordable american designer clothing. He also introduced 
locally designed, less expensive fashions specifically target-

ing  Japanese  consumers, which quickly  captured  a  large 
share of the Japanese fashion market.
  under Matsutani’s  leadership, Beniya  is developing an 
innovative, company-based  it operation system with  the 
support of a grant from the Japanese government. 
  a  trustee of Konan university  in Kobe, Matsutani also 
serves as an adjunct professor of management in the Hirao 
school of Management at Konan. He has played a key role 
in facilitating the development of an academic exchange 
between uB and Konan university.
  Matsutani serves as chair of the Kobe-sannomiya retail 
association and is a leader in the development of the san-
nomiya shopping area. He is a member of the Kobe rotary 
club and chamber of commerce  and actively promotes 
study abroad programs for young people.
  Matsutani  earned  an  associate  degree  in  fashion 
merchandising from the fashion institute of technology 
in new york city, a bachelor’s degree in business from 
Konan university, and an MBa and Ph.d. in management 
science from the uB school of Management, where he 
received  the  student  achievement  award  as  the  Best 
doctoral student.  c

fourteen students in the school of Management’s Pro-
fessional  MBa  (PMBa)  program  gained  global  expe- 
rience  firsthand  through  an  international  marketing 

practicum that included an eight-day trip to london and 
Paris.
  Modeled  after  the  school’s  very  successful  executive 
MBa  international  residency,  the course was designed  to 
help PMBa students understand and appreciate  the stra-
tegic marketing issues and tactical considerations needed 
when conducting business globally.
  during the first of the practicum’s three phases, students 
attended evening classes to identify a particular marketing 
problem  or  opportunity  within  their  own  firm.  the  sec-
ond phase of the practicum provided real-world exposure 
through on-site visits to finance and high-tech manufactur-
ing organizations in Paris and london.
  While in Paris, students visited eli lilly and co. and spent 
time conducting research for their small group projects. in 
london,  they met with  representatives  from Ge capital, 
HsBc (including a  tour of  their offices),  infosys and rich 
Products.
  the  itinerary  was  packed,  but  student  response  was 
very positive. Oliver Hays, PMBa ’13, is already using what 
he learned to add value to his organization. “i have shared 

PMBA STUDENTS VISIT EUROPE FOR MARKETING PRACTICUM

many of my findings with my company,” said Hays. “a lot 
of  the marketing practices  used by  these  companies  are 
relevant for our operations and strategy as well.”
  similarly, fredrick sponholz, PMBa ’12, was able to 
derive  immediate  benefits  from  his  experience.  “Go-
ing on this trip allowed me to connect with colleagues 
overseas that i would otherwise never have interacted 
with,”  he  said.  “i  learned  a  great  deal  about  several 
practices that make them successful, and i was able to 
offer my insights on how we operate that may benefit 
them as well.”
  europe is the main trading partner for the u.s., receiv-
ing nearly a quarter of all u.s. exports. london  is one 
of three command centers for the world economy, with 
new york city and tokyo. currently, more than 100 of 
europe’s  500  largest  companies  are  headquartered  in 
central london. 
  the Paris urban agglomeration is europe’s biggest city 
economy  and  the  sixth  largest  in  the world.  the  region 
hosts  38  of  the  fortune  Global  500  companies  and  has 
recently  been  shifting  towards  high-value-added  service 
industries.
  sarah Blankenship,  PMBa  '12,  has  traveled  to  europe 
many  times  before,  but  gained  a  different  perspective 

continued on page 16
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By Faruh Kuziev

it is not easy to describe what the uB arts Management 
summer  school  in  singapore  meant  to  me.  it  influ- 
enced me on many different  levels  – personal, profes-

sional,  and  academic.  some  of  the  influences  are  not 
evident yet, but will surely determine my future decisions, 
choices and ideas. 
  although  i’ve  lived 
m y   w h o l e   l i f e   i n  
tajikistan,  i  had  been 
lucky  enough  to  travel 
in central asia, europe 
and the us. these trips 
gave  me  a  picture  of 
the  international  arts 
and  culture  situation 
and  helped  me  access 
the  main  discourses  in 
this field. 
  Prior  to  arriving  in 
singapore  i  was  euro-
centric in thinking about 
ways in which arts should 
develop, by what means 
this process should prog-
ress, who  should be  at 
the head of it and so on. 
i never really focused on the arts situation in asia, and its 
artists, institutions, events and processes were a mystery 
to me. visiting singapore and exploring  its  arts  scene, 
meeting  its  arts  managers  and  attending  arts  events 
made me reevaluate my Western-oriented perspective in 
managing the arts.  
  as an arts manager, i made choices in favor of the 
West when  it came to collaborative projects,  inviting 
an artist or developing a concept for an event. the trip 
to singapore helped me discover new opportunities for 
my future. 
  the artistic  level of  artworks and performances,  their 
depth  and  aesthetic  power  as  well  as  topicality  of  the 
concepts were striking. the show in the singapore na-
tional  Museum  of  art  negotiating  Home,  History  and 
nation: two decades of contemporary art in southeast 
asia, 1991-2011 proved that southeast asian artists have 
a  strong  connection  to  situations  and  communities  in 
their countries and have an eloquent language to convey 
their messages in bright punchy pieces. 
  What struck me most was the way artists from indone-
sia, Malaysia, Philippines, taiwan and other southeast asian 
countries used both traditional  techniques and materials 
such  as  woodwork,  knitting,  skin-work,  and  cane-work, 
and contemporary media such as photo and video.

REORIENTING MY PERSPECTIVE ON THE ARTS IN SINGAPORE

  that  gave  me  an  idea  how  such  traditional  approach 
could  be  promoted  in  my  own  country  where  we  have 
similar handicraft tradition that could be conceptualized into 
various contemporary art mediums. 
  Making contacts with singapore art Museum’s curators and 
management and having a potential collaborative project 
with them is an enviable advantage an arts manager from 
central asian can only dream of. this immense institution 

is  an  exchange  and 
collaboration hub for 
southeast  asian  art-
ists and collectives.  
      as  for  other  art 
events,  i  was  incred-
ibly lucky to enjoy one 
of  the  most  powerful 
theater  pieces  i  have 
ever seen.
      “tempest: Without 
a Body” (samoa, new 
Zealand) presented in 
the  esplanade  Perfor-
mance art center was 
a  breathtaking  anti-
war  show  performed 
in  a  plastic  wordless 
language  depicting 
an  oppressive  post-

apocalyptic world full of shock-inspiring creatures, sounds 
and motions. 
  i daresay  that  this  summer school  for me was another 
step up as a developing arts manager and as a researcher 
looking  into  the  problems  of  managing  the  arts.  When 
i  came  to  the  us  from  tajikistan  i  knew  i  did  not  know 
anything. after the first year i thought i learned and knew 
a lot. in singapore i realized that everything i knew needs 
to be reevaluated and critiqued. i realized the importance 
of criticism as a research method and a practical approach. 
By meeting officials, managers and leaders who had a ‘Pro’ 
position and talking to those who stood on a ‘con’ ground, 
i realized the significance of alternative questions,  ideas, 
and processes. 
  such institutions as esplanade theatres on the Bay and 
singapore art Museum being satisfied with the status quo 
are opposed  to the  substation  and theater  training  and 
research  Program  who  look  for  change.  coming  from  a 
similar situation in tajikistan and seeing how arts managers 
in  singapore  cope with  top down governmental  policies 
and practice was one of the most fascinating experiences i 
had there. c

Faruh Kuziev is a Fulbright scholar from Tajikistan enrolled in 
the Arts Management Program.

The author (crouching, 3rd from left) with the Arts Management group in Singapore
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dealing with the question of reproductive rights. the book 
or books has the potential, she agrees, to attract a crossover 
readership.
  she contends that Buffalo has been a great place to live 
and has found the university to be very open-minded.  
  “When we were first here as graduate students with a 
small child, it was great to be embraced by other profes-
sors and graduate students who were in a similar situation,” 
she recalls. their son, lukasz, recently earned his Ph.d. at 
Purdue university, where he is teaching computer science 
as a visiting professor.
  “and now what we appreciate about uB are not only 
the intellectual opportunities, but also the cutting-edge art, 
music and poetry,” she says. 
  “Being among artists as well as scholars is very important 
for us. the artistic environment of the university and of Buf-
falo is important to us and that’s what makes it exciting to 
be here. c

Jim Bisco is a senior writer for University Communications.

ZIAREK
continued from page 11

PMBA STUDENTS
continued from page 14

from this visit. "it was the first time i've seen the business 
side of things or had a chance to meet local professionals," 
she said. Jason lang, PMBa '11, derived value from his 
experience as well. "the PMBa trip gave me the unique 
chance to learn firsthand about the challenges that busi-
nesses  face  operating  within  the  eu,"  he  said.  "it  was 
the most enriching and rewarding aspect of the PMBa 
program."  upon  their  return,  students  attended  two 
classes, one  in february and one  in March, submitting 
formal  reports and making group presentations as  the 
third and final phase of the practicum.
  charles  lindsey,  assistant  professor  in  the  uB  school 
of Management, taught the course and accompanied the 
group on  the  trip,  along  with courtney  Walsh,  assistant 
dean of executive education.
  “students who elected to take this course learned how to 
implement global strategies despite varying regulations and 
cultures,” said Walsh. “Gaining this type of experience early 
in their careers will enable them to add significant value in 
the workplace.” c

SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES EXPANDING

the uB community  is  currently benefitting  from  the 
contributions  of  ian  Wilson,  who  has  joined  asian  
studies as an adjunct faculty member from syracuse 

university, where he is a graduate student in the depart-
ment  of  anthropology  completing  his  dissertation,  “a 
variously understood Past: the negotiation of Bharatpuri 
History.” He is helping asian studies expand uB’s existing 
first- and second-year Hindi course offerings to include the 
closely related language of urdu, which uB plans to offer 
through the second year in the future.  
  Mr. Wilson’s role at uB is part of a broader u.s. depart-
ment of education-funded initiative to expand the existing 
south asia curriculum at the university.  in addition to 
1st-year  Hindi-urdu,  he  is  teaching  a  course  entitled 
“society and caste in contemporary india” in fall 2011 
and  “contemporary  asian  societies”  in  the  spring 
2012 semester. His  recent asia at noon presentation, 
“remembering in the Kings’ village: centrality and Op-
position in collective Memory,” examined centralizing 
and decentralizing forces in oral narratives he collected 
in the ancestral village of the rulers of the former north 
indian kingdom of Bharatpur.
  the uB asian studies Program continued its partnership 
with  the  indian  community  organization  triveni  to  offer 

memorable performances and interactive workshops on 
campus this fall. On november 18, rhythm of rajasthan 
brought  their  exciting  fusion  of  rhythms  and  melodies 
from  the  great  thar  desert  in  northwest  india  to  the 
Mainstage theater. 
  Prior  to  the  performance,  the  rajasthani  musicians 
and dancers presented a dance workshop for uB dance 
majors. additional sponsors of the rajasthan performance 
included Gujrati samaj of Buffalo and the center for the 
arts.  earlier  in  the  semester,  asian  studies  and  triveni 
teamed  with  the  department  of  Music  for  a  workshop 
in  Baird  recital  Hall  with  acclaimed  Hindustani  vocalist 
nagaraj rao Havaldar.
  in conjunction with expanded south asian language 
and  content  course  offerings,  asian  studies  recently 
inaugurated a new south asia@uB website that draws 
together  various  faculty  and  student  carrying  out  re-
search  in  and  about  south  asian  societies.  for  more 
information,  see  http://wings.buffalo.edu/english/as/
Hakala/southasiaatuB
  Professor Walter Hakala hosted an informal series of film 
screenings in conjunction with his south asia courses. films 
include the controversial Fire (1996), the Bollywood films 
Umrao Jaan (1981), Taal (1999), and Dil Se (1997), and the 
documentary Father, Son, Holy War (1994). for more infor-
mation,  see  http://wings.buffalo.edu/english/as/Hakala/
southasiaatuB/news  c
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OF EIGHT UB  FINALISTS IN THE 2011-2012 STUDENT FULBRIGHT 
COMPETITION, FIVE HAVE RECEIVED GRANTS

By Patricia Donovan

uB produced  eight  fulbright  student  finalists  in  the 
2011-12  fulbright grants  cycle  and,  of  these,  four  
have  received  full  fulbright  Grants  for  study  and 

research  and one has  received  a  full  fulbright  teaching 
assistantship Grant to study and/or teach in europe, africa, 
south america and canada.
  sasha  Pack,  Phd,  associate  professor  of  history,  has 
been  faculty  advisor 
for  the  uB  fulbright 
Program  since  2009, 
and  calls  this  “the 
largest  number  of 
student  recipients  of 
fulbright grants  from 
uB in recent memory, 
and  cer ta in ly   the 
largest number since 
i’ve  been  advising 
the program.”
  Pack says uB has excellent candidates every year but calls 
the application process “rigorous,” noting that it requires 
applicants to write a description of their academic interests 
and accomplishments that is clear to someone outside their 
field while at the same time establishing expertise in their 
particular academic specialty.
  “last  summer  (2010)  we  did  something  different,” 
Pack says.
  “We established  a  summer program  for  the  fulbright 
applicants  during  which  they  exchanged  application  es-
says and critiqued one another’s submissions for clarity 
and effectiveness. it is important, after all,” he says, “to 
convey expertise in a particular discipline in a way that 
is clear and comprehensible to those not  in that  field 
of study.
  “the students said they thought it was very helpful and 
perhaps the proof is in their success,” Pack says.
  the fulbright recipients are:
 Justin Parks, of albuquerque, n.M., a Phd candidate in 
the uB department of english, whose work focuses on 
modernist poetry in the context of the liberal-democratic 
state. the son of ann and Jay Parks of albuquerque, and 
a graduate of  that  city’s  st.  Pius x High school,  Parks 
received  a  fulbright  grant  to  conduct  research  at  the 
university  of  turku,  finland,  during  the  2011-12  aca-
demic year.
 Joseph Lake, of Palo alto, calif., a Phd student in the 
uB department of Music, who received a fulbright study 
scholarship  in  the creative  and Performing arts  to  fund 
a full academic year of work in music composition at the 
carl Maria von Weber Hochschule  fur Musik  in dresden, 

Germany, where he will  compose  a piece  for  orchestra 
to be premiered by the dresden Philharmonic Orchestra. 
lake is the son of david and susan lake of Palo alto and 
a 1998 graduate of Henry M. Gunn senior High school, 
Palo alto.
 Brian McSherry,  who  will  receive  his  bachelor 
of  fine  arts  degree  in  communications  design  from 

the  uB  department 
of  visual  studies  in 
June, received a ful-
bright canada grant 
to  fund  his  studies 
in graphic design at 
concordia  univer-
sity,  Montreal,  Que-
bec, from september 
2011  through  May 
2012.  Mcsherry,  a 
native  of  chester, 

n.y., is the son of sean and evelyn Mcsherry of chester, 
and  a  2007  graduate  of  John  s.  Burke  catholic  High 
school in Goshen, n.y.
 Raechel Horowitz of niskayuna, n.y., a May graduate 
of uB with a double major in english and french, received 
a  fulbright  english teaching assistantship  to  teach  in  an 
elementary  or  high  school  in  Morocco  for  the  2011-12 
academic  year. Horowitz  is  a  2007 graduate of Warwick 
valley High school, Warwick, n.y.
 Melissa Schindler  of  Medina,  Ohio,  who  studies 
diaspora  literatures,  is  scheduled  to  receive  a  Phd  in 
english  from uB  in 2013. she  received a fulbright  to 
study  the  african  diaspora  from  March  to  december 
2012 at Brazil’s universidade federal in sao Joao del-rei, 
a historical city in the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. 
  More  enslaved  africans  were  sent  to  Brazil  during 
the atlantic slave trade than to any other nation  in  the 
Western Hemisphere, and many of them were shipped to 
Minas Gerais  to work  in  the gold mines.  subsequently, 
many thousands of Brazilians emigrated to the u.s. from 
Minas  Gerais,  more  than  from  any  other  place  in  the 
country.
  With  Pack  on  leave  in  fall  2011,  Professor  Kenneth 
shockley,  department  of  Philosophy  and  a  fulbright 
grantee to australia, has been appointed the new campus 
fulbright advisor at uB. 
  shockley is building upon Pack's efforts to partner with 
the fellowships and scholarships Office of the uB Honors 
college to  promote awareness of fulbright opportunities 
and  to  increase  the number of uB  students  applying  for 
fulbright each year.  c
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS ENJOY ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

since not  all  education  takes place  in  the  classroom, 
the Office of  international  student  and  scholar  ser- 
vices  (isss)  offers  uB’s  international  population 

a  rich  array  of  trips  and  activities  throughout  the 
year.  the  desire  to  create  positive  experiences  filled 
with wonderful memories for the students and scholars 
is  one  of  the  principles  on  which  the  extracurricular 
program is founded. the activities, which now number 
30-40 per year, are offered each semester and during 
summer as well. 
  “the  goals  for  our  trips  and  activities  are  manifold,” 
explains eric comins, coordinator for student Programs at 
isss. “We want to take students off-campus to places that 

they wouldn’t ordinarily go on their own. We try to show 
them some of the many wonderful things that Buffalo and 
Western new york have to offer.” 
  He continues, “the trips are also designed to help our 
students meet other  international students as well as do-
mestic students. it’s a great way to meet new people and 
enjoy new experiences.”
  the activities program becomes more popular each year.  
the 2011  calendar  year  saw a new participation  record: 
1,445 students and scholars participated (909 during the 
fall semester, 379 in spring and 157 in the summer).  the 
popularity is fueled by word-of-mouth,  marketing efforts 
aimed at students and scholars, and from being responsive 
to the students’ feedback.
  the  biggest  trip  of  the  year  takes  place  in  august, 
when five busloads of newly-arrived students visit niagara 
falls before classes start.  Other popular trips include go-
ing to see the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, attending 

a uB Bulls football game, and hiking in letchworth state 
Park in fall.  
  sylvie  delcambre,  a  graduate  student  from  Belgium, 
goes on trips as often as possible because: “When you ar-
rive at a new location,  it  is not easy to know what to do 
or where to go.  isss proposes activities as varied as a visit 
of  downtown Buffalo, niagara  falls,  a  canoe  trip,  hiking 
in state park, a BPO concert, football/hockey games (with 
explanation of the rules before, which was really helpful!), 
etc.  every time, the organization is perfect.  We leave and 
come back on time, and we meet really nice people.”
  as mentioned by delcambre,  some events may  seem 
somewhat esoteric to a majority of international students, 

such as a Buffalo sabres ice hockey game or 
the aforementioned football game.  in such 
cases,  isss  offers  instructional  pre-event 
“classes,” such as “Hockey 101.”  the special 
presentations are designed to teach students 
what  they will  need  to  know  to more  fully 
enjoy the events.
     the past  trip season  for 2011  included 
some  interesting  new  offerings.    for  ex-
ample,  a  guided  bird  watching  trip  was 
offered at tifft nature Preserve in april.  We 
were fortunate to see 43 different species 
that day.  river rafting was also a popular 
new  offering  in  april.    it  was  so  popular 
that we offered another more challenging 
rafting  trip  in  May  to  begin  the  summer 
trips season.
   some of the more notable new offerings 
for  the  summer  schedule  were  horseback 
riding,  sailing  lake  erie  on  a  22-meter 
schooner, a guided boating tour of lockport’s 
locks on the erie canal, and a guided kayak 

trip of Buffalo Harbor.  Keeping up the aquatic theme, 
a guided canoeing trip was one of the new offerings for 
this past fall. looking ahead to 2012, at least half of the 
winter/spring  trips  will  be  first-time  events.  these  will 
include a trip to an indoor water park, a guided snow-
shoe hike, late-night “cosmic” bowling, indoor paintball, 
and lasertag.
  isss’s trips and activities initiatives seem to be meeting 
the goal of having a positive  impact.   lian sheng ye, an 
undergraduate student from south africa, offers his enthu-
siastic endorsement: “Having been on most of these trips 
myself, isss has made an indelibly positive impression on 
my life at the university at Buffalo.  
  “not  only  do  these  excursions  insightfully  introduce 
students to the diversity of activities in the Buffalo region, 
but they also enlighten students on internationalism since 
[most] students attending these excursions are international 
students,” ye said. c

Students from South Korea, India and Malaysia take a brief rest from hiking near the 
Middle Falls at Letchworth State Park, October 15, 2011.
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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF FACULTY AND STAFF

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN PLANNING 
Department of Architecture
a project by  Joyce Hwang, assistant professor, called “Bat tower,”  is 
an architectural  installation at Griffis  sculpture Park near Buffalo  that 
has been  featured  in  several  international publications: Science & Vie 
Decouvertes, number 150, June 2011 (Publisher: Monadori: Montrouge 
cedex, france); Azure Magazine, volume 26, no. 203, October 2010 
(azure Publishing inc., toronto, Ontario, canada); and My Green City: 
Back to Nature with Attitude and Style, february 2011 (Gestalten Books: 
Berlin, Germany).

The Regional Institute
Kathryn Friedman,  director  of  law  and  policy  research,  engaged 
in myriad international activities between 2010 and 2011. the iBM 
center for the Business of Government awarded a $20,000 grant to 
friedman as principal investigator and Kathryn A. Foster, director, 
to investigate the effectiveness of current models for environmental 
collaboration across international boundaries in north america. the 
research  evaluated  selected  case  studies  of  cross-border  environ-
mental  collaboration  along  the northern  and  southern boundaries 
of  the  united  states.  the  research  article,  “environmental  col-
laboration: lessons learned about cross-Boundary collaborations,” 
was published in february 2011 in the center’s Collaborating Across 
Boundaries  journal  series.  the  effort  is  part  of  a  series  of  research 
efforts sponsored by the center to advise  local,  regional, state and 
federal  government  officials  with  practical  strategies  for  moving 
forward on cross-boundary collaboration in diverse policy areas.  in 
addition to this research, friedman presented in various international 
forums.  in  winter  2010-2011,  she  was  invited  to  present  research 
on  the canada-us  relationship and border  security at  the  Johnson 
school of Public affairs, university of texas; the frank church sym-
posium, international affairs council, idaho state university; and the 
Woodrow Wilson international center for scholars, canada institute, 
Washington, dc. in spring 2010, she presented border research at 
a  symposium  entitled,  “Governing  the  canada-us  Border,”  held 
at  the  Woodrow  Wilson  international  center  for  scholars,  canada 
institute,  Washington,  dc.  friedman's  article,  “recommendations 
for Policymakers on northern Border Governance,” was published in 
Proceedings: Seminar on Canada-US Border Management Policy Issues, 
held at the Woodrow Wilson center in Washington, d.c. (april 2010). 
in addition, she presented research on the border at the canada us 
law institute annual Meeting, case Western reserve university law 
school in cleveland, Ohio. finally, she was selected as an “emerging 
scholar” to present international law and border governance research 
entitled, “all Politics (or international law) is local” at the american 
society of  international law annual Meeting, new voices series  in 
Washington, dc.  

Department of Urban and Regional Planning
Daniel B. Hess, associate professor, was a national endowment for 
the Humanities fellow in June 2011 at columbia university and at-
tended an neH summer institute on the topic “american engages 
eurasia, 19th century – Present: studies, teaching, and resources.” 
Hess presented two papers at the sixth international conference on 
Population Geographies in umea, sweden in June 2011. the papers 
were “evolution of ethnic difference in Housing conditions in tartu, 
estonia  since  the  demise  of  the  soviet  union”  and  “segregation 
and  desegregation  of  ethnic  Groups  in  Post-soviet  estonia.”  He 
presented a paper entitled “segregation of Majority and Minority 
Populations  in  Post-soviet  contexts”  at  the  fourth  international 
Workshop  on  Post-communist  urban  Geographies  in  Bucharest, 
romania in september 2011.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Department of American Studies
Kari J. Winter,  professor,  presented  a  paper  on  21st-century 

anti-human-trafficking  rhetoric at an  international conference on 
Globalisms  in  rio de  Janeiro,  Brazil  in  July  2011,  after which  she 
conducted research on the slave trade and afro-Brazilian culture in 
salvador, Brazil.

Department of Anthropology
Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, associate professor, is currently a visiting 
scholar at  the latin american studies Program at  the university of 
toronto,  canada.  Bacigalupo  will  conduct  ethnographic  research 
among the indigenous Mapuche of southern chile between decem-
ber 17, 2011 and January 15, 2012.

department of Biological sciences
Matthew Xu-Friedman, associate professor, spent a month in spring 
2011 in the laboratory of Benedikt Grothe, at ludwig-Maximilians 
university, near Munich, Germany. Grothe is a prominent figure in 
auditory research, particularly related to the neuronal mechanisms 
underlying localization of sound. xu-friedman learned techniques 
for  making  recordings  from  the  auditory  system  in  anesthetized 
animals, to further his research about the effects of modulation on 
processing of auditory  information  in  the brain.  in addition,   xu-
friedman lectured on his research (“role of Plasticity at an auditory 
synapse”), taught in a graduate course, and observed some of their 
laboratory courses. that last experience has already had an impact 
at uB.  With the support of Gerald Koudelka, professor and chair, 
and Mary Bisson, professor and co-lecturer, xu-friedman moved 
to  introduce  the  same  software  and hardware platform  in use  in 
the  German  teaching  lab  to  extensively  revise  the  department’s 
undergraduate lab in physiology.

Department of Chemistry
Luis A. Colón, professor and chair, hosted Markus Ganzera from 
the institute of Pharmacy at the university of innsbruck in austria 
for  a  month  in  summer  2011.  Ganzera  performed  preliminary 
experiments  in  collaborative  research  seeking  the  development 
of  new  methodologies  to  study  naturally  occurring  compounds 
in plant extracts.

Philip Coppens, suny distinguished Professor and H. M. Woodburn 
chair,  gave  a  number  of  invited  lectures  overseas  in  summer  and 
fall 2011. at the international union of crystallography congress in 
Madrid, spain, august 2011, he  lectured on “single-Pulse laue tr 
diffraction: Methods, results  and use of QM/MM theory.” at  the 
electron density summer school in Jaca, spain, august 30-september 
3, 2011, coppens gave three lectures: “Multipole analysis of charge 
densities:  formalisms  and  scattering  factors;”  “Multipole  analysis 
of  charge  densities:  x-ray  scattering  factors  and  application;” 
and “latest developments  in Photo-crystallography.” at the Pierre 
Becker colloquium  in chateau de  sept  tours,  france,    september 
16-17, 2011, coppens gave a talk titled, “new Perspectives in Pho-
tocrystallography: the study of short lived species.” at the university 
Henri Poincaré in nancy, france, september 19, 2011, he gave the 
lecture, “the study of chemical Processes in crystals by Photocrys-
tallography,” and at the university of nancy, france, september 20, 
2011, coppens gave an introductory lecture for incoming graduate 
students  on  “introducing  time  as  a  variable  in  crystallographic 
experiments.” Menachem Kaftory of  the technion  in Haifa,  israel 
spent a five-week sabbatical in coppens’ chemical crystallography 
laboratory at uB during the summer of 2011.

Department of Classics
Roger Woodard, the andrew v. v. raymond Professor of the classics 
and professor of linguistics, was elected by Wolfson college, Oxford 
to be a visiting scholar during 2010/2011. He was in residence at 
Oxford during trinity term where he undertook research on early 
Greek  conceptualizing  about  language,  collaborated  with  other 
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Oxford  scholars  and  Oxford  graduate  students,  and  lectured  on 
near eastern cult and links to archaic Greek cult.

Department of Communication
Hua (Helen) Wang, assistant professor, presented findings from 
her research grants on “the emergence, development, and Prac-
tices of chinese social network sites” by annenberg Program 
on Online communities research initiative at the university of 
southern california where she obtained her Ph.d. in commu-
nication in 2010. Wang and her collaborators presented three 
studies at international conferences: (1) “networked play as 
online community participation: uses and gratifications of social 
games” at the cHi social Games Workshop in May 2011 held 
in vancouver, canada; (2) “sharing with ‘frands’: Personified 
organization-public communication on social network sites” at 
the 5th international conference on communities & technolo-
gies, Organizations and social network sites Workshop in June 
2011 held in Brisbane, australia; and (3) “visions and praxes: 
the trajectories of chinese sns trailblazers” at “a decade in 
internet time: symposium on the dynamics of the internet and 
society” in september 2011 held by the Oxford internet institute 
in Oxford, uK. in addition, Wang was invited to give guest lec-
tures to over 100 sociology students at the university of toronto, 
canada in March 2011 to talk about “networked play and online 
communities” and then in september to talk about “gaming for 
fun and beyond”.

Department of Comparative Literature 
Rodolphe Gasche,  suny  distinguished  Professor  and  eugenio 
donato chair, gave several lectures and papers at institutions over-
seas: in March 2011 he lectured at universita di salerno, italy on 
“derrida and the Question of Method”; he gave the same lecture 
at universidad de los andes, Bogota, columbia in april 2011 along 
with two seminars on Derrida’s Faith and Knowledge. in March 2011,
at instituto italiano Per Gli studi filosofici, naples, italy Gasche par-
ticipated in a debate with Maurizio ferraris titled “déconstruction 
et objects sociaux.” Gasche also gave a paper titled “l’Héritage de 
derrida.” recently, Gasche also published a number of works abroad: 
“Prawo Kafki: W polu sil miedzy judaizmem a hellenizmem,” trans. 
n. rapp, in Nienasycenie. Filozofowie o Kafce, Krakow: koprporacja
halart, 2011, pp. 323-367; “das vergnügen an vergleichen. uber 
Kants  ausarbeitung  der  Kritik der praktischen Vernunft,”  in  Von 
Aehnlichkeiten und Unterschieden. Vergleich, Analogie und Klassifikation 
in Wissenschaft und Literatur  (18./19.  Jahrhundert),  Heidelberg,
universitätsverlag Winter, 2011, pp. 167-182; “senza titolo,” trans. 
M. senatore, in L’avvenire della decostruzione, eds. f. vitale and M. 
senatore, Genova: il Melangolo, 2011, pp. 11-42; “nur Hinsehen 
oder  hütendes  schauen?  Zu  Heideggers  ‘ lebensweltl icher’ 
Begründung der theorie, in Theorietheorie. Wider die Theoriemüdigkeit
in den Geisteswissenschaften, eds. M. Grizelj and O. Jahraus, Munich:
Wilhelm fink verlag 2011, pp. 417-431; “Hipotiposis,” trans. n. t. 
Osorio, Revista de Humanidades, santiago, chile: universidad andres 
Bello, 22,(2010), pp.207-228; “astérie,” in eine Naturgeschichte für
das 21. Jahrhundert. Zu Ehren von Hans-Jörg Rheinberger,  ed.
abtei lung  i i i   des  Max-Planck-inst i tuts  für  Wissenschafts-
geschichte,Ber l in:   Max-Planck- inst i tut   für  Wissenschafts-
geschichte,Berlin, 2011, pp. 112-13. Gasche participated  in  the 
meeting of  the  international advisory Board of  the Zentrum  fur 
Kultur- und literaturforschung, Berlin, Germany in May 2011, and 
he was guest  scholar at  the Max Planck  institute  for  the History 
of science during the months of June and July 2011 working on a 
project concerning Heidegger’s conception of theory.

Department of Economics
in  May  2011,  Alex Anas,  professor,  attended  the  applied  urban 
Modeling conference 2011 at cambridge university, united King-
dom, where he presented an invited paper co-authored with Tomoru 
Hiramatsu, postdoctoral research fellow, “relu-tran: applications 
and  challenges”.  On  May  27-28,  2011  anas  attended  the  folke 

snickars symposium sponsored by the royal technological institute 
in stockholm, sweden where he presented his working paper “Metro-
politan decentralization and the stability of travel time”. On May 30, 
he gave the same presentation to the faculty and graduate students 
at technische universität dresden, dresden, Germany, where  from 
May 28 through June 2, 2011 he was the guest of the chair of spatial 
economics and regional science institute of transport and econom-
ics, and the faculty of traffic sciences. 

Isaac Ehrlich,  suny  distinguished  Professor  and  chair,  has  been 
invited to serve as a  research  fellow by  iZa -  the  institute  for  the 
study of labor, headquartered in Bonn, Germany. ehrlich was re-
cently appointed to the scientific board of the Wittgenstein center 
for demography and Global Human capital in vienna, austria, es-
tablished by the austrian academy of science and other institutions. 

Department of English
Douglas Basford, instructor and assistant director of composition, 
traveled to Paris, rome, and florence this year, with the assistance 
of  an  individual  development  Grant,  to  consult  manuscripts  and 
early printed editions of  the  sonnets of  an  important  italian bur-
lesque poet who is not generally known in the anglophone world, 
with the intention of producing a body of translations. He has just 
published translations of avant-garde italian poets—Gabriele frasca 
and edoardo sanguineti—in the latest issues of Western Humanities 
Review and The Atlanta Review. He also recently published his transla-
tion of Jan Baetens’s article about french author Pierre alferi in the 
journal SubStance, and has another critical translation forthcoming 
in Melodia  e.  Jones chair  Jean-Jacques  thomas’s  journal  fPc. He 
is currently editing a special  italian translation  issue of  the online 
poetry journal Unsplendid, which he founded and co-edits, and is at 
work on a project aimed at documenting the varieties and dissemi-
nation of a unique form of italian folk song.department of english

Joan Copjec, suny distinguished Professor, published El Compac-
toSexual, edited by Benjamin Mayer foulkes and alejandro cerdo 
rueda (17 instituto de estudios criticos: Mexico) 2011, a collection 
of essays, mostly previously unpublished in english, translated into 
spanish. she also published an essay  in Mexico: “the fate of  the 
image in church History and the Modern state,” in Politica Comun: 
A Journal of Thought, 1.2 (2011) Mexico: 17 institution de estudios 
criticos/ taMu/ aberdeed/ universita degli studio salerno. copjec 
presented a keynote lecture, “the sexual compact,” at the annual 
conference of the society for european Philosophy, John university, 
uK, 31 aug - 3 sept, 2011.
 
Jerrold Frakes, professor, published the following work: Vernacular 
and Latin Literary Discourses of the Muslim Other in Medieval Germany.
new york: Palgrave, 2011;  Jerusalem of lithuania: a cultural His-
tory  of  litvak  Jewry.  ed.  Jerold  c.  frakes.  columbus:  Ohio  state 
university Press, 2011; Contextualizing the Muslim Other in Medieval 
Christian Discourse, ed. Jerold c. frakes. new york: Palgrave, 2011; 
“literature,  yiddish:  Beginnings  to  1700,”  pp.  399-401,  in:  The 
Cambridge Dictionary of Judaism and Jewish Culture, ed.  Judith r. 
Baskin. cambridge: cambridge university Press, 2011; a review of 
Marion aptroot & roland Gruschka. Jiddisch: Geschichte und Kultur 
einer Weltsprache, Munich: c.H. Beck, 2010,  in Shofar 29  (2011), 
208-10; and the conference paper “vashti as Political revolutionist 
in yiddish Purim Plays,” 2nd international yiddish theatre festival and 
symposium at McGill university in Montreal canada, 17 June 2011.

Bruce Jackson,  suny distinguished Professor  and samuel capen 
chair, has eight photographs in “terre Humaine en photographies,” 
an  exhibit  of  approximately  100  photographs  at  Bibliothèque 
nationale de france October 4-november 20, 2011. some of  the 
other photographers and ethnographers represented in the exhibi-
tion  were  Walker  evans,  sebastiao  salgado,  George  condominas 
and claude lévi-strauss. twenty-two of Jackson’s photographs from 
the arkansas prison are online  in  the Photography  section of  the 



O f f i c e   O f   i n t e r n a t i O n a l   e d u c a t i O n ,   u n i v e r s i t y   a t   B u f f a l O

21

in
te

rn
at

iO
n

a
l 

a
c

ti
vi

ti
es

russian  web  edition  of  Esquire.  Jackson’s  article,  “the  Man  Who 
asked, ‘Where is its Heart?’” was published in Inter-nord 21, Paris: 
centre  national  de  la  recherche  scientifique  (cnrs)  and  l’École 
des Hautes Études en sciences sociales. Le Quartier de la mort, the 
third french edition of Jackson’s and diane christian’s Death Row, 
was published by cnrs-Plon in Paris in 2011, with a new post-face 
by Jackson and christian. Jackson continues on the editorial board 
of Inter-nord.

Ming-Qian Ma, associate professor, presented a paper titled “the 
Perloff era: Poetry criticism and the contemporary american avant-
Garde Poetry, 1980-Present” at the first convention of the chinese/
american association for Poetry and Poetics on the theme of “dialog 
on Poetry and Poetics,” sept. 29-30, 2011 in Wuhan, china. He also 
chaired a panel session on “the critical Writings of Marjorie Perloff: 
retrospective readings of the Works.” 

Cristanne Miller,  suny  distinguished  Professor  and  chair,  orga-
nized two  international conferences: “’Were  i Britain born’: emily 
dickinson’s transatlantic connections,” at Oxford university, uK in 
august 2010; and “structures of innovation,” the 13th annual Mod-
ernist studies association conference, in Buffalo in October 2011.

David Schmid,  associate professor,   presented a keynote address 
titled “Monsters for a neoliberal age” at re-thinking the Monstrous, 
a conference at ludwig-Maximilians-university, Munich, Germany, 
July  2011  and  a  paper  titled  “Base  and  superstructure  in  crime 
fiction” at the states of crime conference at Queen’s university in 
Belfast, northern ireland in June 2011.

Howard Wolf, professor emeritus,  is working with Jaroslav Kusnir 
from Presov university, slovakia, on a slovak translation of a series 
of his short stories, Exiles by Starlight.

Department of Geography
Chris S. Larsen, associate professor, gave invited presentations in 
canada in september 2011 at the department of environment and 
Geography at  the university of Manitoba  in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
on  september  16,  and  at  the  department  of  Geography  at  the 
university of victoria in victoria, British columbia on september 30. 
the title of the talk was “How has euro-american settlement altered 
Western new york’s forest composition? Will future climate change 
cause larger alterations?”

Sara Metcalf, assistant professor, participated in the third annual 
Workshop on dynamic Modeling  for Health Policy hosted by  the 
university of saskatchewan, canada in July 2011. she was invited 
to the workshop on the basis of her expertise in agent-based and 
system dynamics modeling, and shared insights from research ef-
forts modeling social structures to support healthy aging. Metcalf 
is principal investigator of the uB sub-award to nyu as part of an 
exploratory research grant through the niH r21 program in systems 
science. to an international and interdisciplinary audience in saska-
toon, she presented the latest results of her niH collaboration with 
nyu and columbia university. a portfolio of models is employed in 
the project to simulate the effects of oral health outreach programs 
for older adults in urban environments. Other speakers at the work-
shop reported on the utilization of canadian health data to inform 
dynamic models of public health problems. Organized by nathanial 
Osgood of the university of saskatchewan, the workshop included 
a group model-building component in which policies about urban 
health were contrasted for the u.s. and canadian contexts.

Department of History
in  february  2011,  Jonathan Dewald,  professor,  was  directeur 
d’etudes invité at the ecole des Hautes etudes en sciences sociales, 
Paris, france and presented a series of four lectures there, during his 
current research about the nobility of seventeenth-century france; 
dewald  also  lectured  on  the  same  material  at  the  université  de 

Paris x (nanterre) and at the university of newcastle, uK. in May 
and June, 2011, dewald was a guest fellow at the freiburg institute 
for advanced studies, at the university of freiburg, Germany, and 
presented  two  short  papers  there.  finally,  in  november  2011  he 
visited the department of international History at the university of 
Wuhan, china, and presented a series of six lectures, on the social 
structure of early modern france and on the social implications of 
historical thinking about that period.

Jennifer Gaynor,  assistant  professor,  conducted  oral  history  re-
search  in  sulawesi,  indonesia  on  the  memory  of  capture  during 
a period of  rebellion  in 1950’s. the  research was  funded by uB’s 
institute for research and education on Women and Gender and will 
contribute to a chapter of her current book project.

Kristin Stapleton, associate professor and director of asian stud-
ies, accompanied a u.s. congressional staff delegation to china in 
august 2011. the delegation explored china’s infrastructural devel-
opment, with visits  to  transportation-related ministries  in Beijing, 
the port of tianjin, and the new subway system under construction 
in Wuhan. the delegation was hosted by china’s national People’s 
congress.  stapleton  provided  background  to  the  delegation  on 
contemporary history and politics in the Prc. stapleton and Bruce 
Acker,  assistant  director  of  asian  studies,  co-chaired  the  annual 
meeting of the new york conference on asian studies (nycas) in 
september  2011  (see  p.  9).  nycas  sponsors  academic  meetings 
that bring together scholars of asia from across new york state and 
the  world.  this  year’s  participants  included  scholars  from  russia, 
china, Japan, italy, australia and england. stapleton was a featured 
speaker in October 2011 at a symposium on “the 100th anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  republic  of  china”  at  indiana  university, 
making a presentation on “The Chinese War and Peace: An Intimate 
Portrait of 1911 in Chengdu.” 

Department of Linguistics 
from October  to december 2011,  Jeff Good, assistant professor, 
and  a postdoctoral  associate Pierpaolo DiCarlo  are organizing  a 
project in cameroon to assess the preservation needs of the Buea 
archives  in cameroon, which holds  significant collections of Brit-
ish colonial documents. the project  is funded by the endangered 
archives Programme run by the British library and will begin digitiz-
ing high-priority materials and will also donate equipment to the 
archives and offer training opportunities to cameroonians allowing 
them to continue work on digitization after the project ends.

Department of Mathematics
Jason Manning, associate professor, gave an invited lecture series 
entitled  “recognizing  low-dimensional  manifold  groups”  at  the 
9th Kaist Geometric topology fair, august 8-12 2011 at the Korea 
advanced institute of science and technology (Kaist) in daejeon, 
Korea.

Department of Music
Cort Lippe, associate professor of composition, received an invita-
tion  and  travel  grant  from  the  seoul  electronic  Music  festival  to 
travel to Korea in winter 2010 for a performance of one of his com-
positions and to give a lecture. He spent a week teaching in tokyo 
as a visiting professor at the Kunitachi college of Music. in summer 
2011 lippe attended the international computer Music conference 
in Huddersfield, united Kingdom, where his music was selected for 
performance. He had a new piece premiered in Bangkok, thailand, 
followed by seven performances in seoul, south Korea. He also had 
three performances in Germany and two in Greece, as well as per-
formances in switzerland, spain, and france. in addition, he was a 
member of the artistic and scientific committees for the 5th toronto 
electroacoustic Music symposium in canada, served as an outside 
examiner for nanyang technological university, uB's exchange part-
ner in singapore, and as a reviewer for the ircaM Musical Research 
Residency Program, france.
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Department of Philosophy
the samuel P. capen chair in Philosophy at uB and the college of 
Philosophy and social development of shandong university, china 
co-sponsored  an  international  conference  on  “the  interpretation 
of the Philosophical classics: east and West” this past summer. the 
conference  took  place  at  the  campus  of  shandong  university  in 
Jinan,  china,  between  June  1  and  6,  2011.  nearly  forty  scholars 
from  europe,  north  america,  and  east  asia  participated.  it  was 
organized by Jorge J. E. Gracia, suny distinguished Professor, and 
his uB colleague, Jiyuan Yu, professor, and Liu Jie from shandong 
university. among the distinguished speakers were John Marenbon 
(cambridge), David Garber (Princeton), Philip. J. Ivanhoe (Hong 
Kong), Vincent Shen (toronto), Joanna Liu (toronto), Chung-ying 
Cheng (Hawaii), Chengyang Li (singapore), Yang Xiao (Kenyon), 
and others. various aspects of the issues raised by the interpretation 
of classical philosophical  texts were explored by  the participants, 
ranging from historical studies about major particular figures that 
had addressed these issues to topics such as the difficulties posed 
by temporal and cultural differences between interpreters and the 
classics, the very nature of a classic, the problems involved in the 
transmission of  texts  from antiquity, questions of  translation  into 
contemporary idioms and into languages other than those used in 
the classic texts, matters of communication, and so on. and there 
were, of  course, papers presented dealing with  the philosophical 
interpretation of  classical figures  such as confucius and aristotle. 
the conference in particular focused on how these individual figures 
themselves understand what interpretation is. 

Jiyuan Yu  published  in  chinese  a  monograph  Aristotle’s Ethics 
(Beijing: renmin university Press, 2011). He was  selected  to give 
the 2011 distinguished alumnus talk by the shandong university, 
china. He was the keynote speaker at the 17th international con-
ference on chinese Philosophy, “inter-culturalism and Philosophic 
discourse:  retrospect  and  Prospect,”  french  national  scientific 
research centre  (cnrs) and Graduate school of advanced stud-
ies in social sciences(eHess), Paris, 4-8 July 2011. His speech was 
entitled  “transmission,  innovation,  and  Philosophizing  in  confu-
cius”. at the conference he also gave a panel presentation entitled 
“transcendence and Heaven in the analects”. in Paris, the university 
at Buffalo was chosen by the international society for chinese Phi-
losophy (iscP) as the site to host the 18th international conference 
on chinese Philosophy in 2013, with Jiyuan yu as the convener.

Department of Physics
Surajit Sen, professor, spent a week as an invited guest of the coun-
cil of scientific investigation and research (csir) centre for Math-
ematical Modeling and computer simulations in Bangalore, india, 
between June 24 and July 1, 2011. during this visit he helped initiate 
a new research project led by his collaborator t.r. Krishna Mohan 
and  jointly  funded  by  the  defence  research  and  development 
Organization, india and csir on designing novel shock absorbing 
structures. during this visit, he presented seminars at cMMacs and 
in the department of Physics, indian institute of science, Bangalore.

Department of Political Science
the Games of July: Explaining the Great War, a book by Frank Zagare, 
professor,  was  recently  published  by  the  university  of  Michigan 
Press. the book develops a novel explanation for the outbreak of 
the first World War in 1914.

Department of Psychology
Eduardo Mercado III, associate professor, was a visiting researcher 
at the Max Planck institute for Human development in Berlin, Ger-
many in June 2011. there he worked together with members of the 
center for lifespan Psychology on experiments designed to explore 
the role of brain plasticity in cognitive aging and development.

Department of Romance Languages and Literatures
David Castillo, associate professor and chair, co-edited with Bradley 

nelson of concordia university in Montreal, a new book, Spectacle 
and Topophilia: Reading Early Modern and Postmodern Hispanic Cul-
tures, published by vanderbilt university Press, with essays contrib-
uted  by  Justin Read,  associate  professor,  and  Colleen Culleton, 
associate professor.

Jorge Guitart,  associate professor, was a visiting Professor  in  the 
spanish Graduate Program of Middlebury college in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, in summer 2011.

Jean-Jacques Thomas,  Melodia  e.  Jones  Professor  of  french,  has 
been elected to a  four-year  term on the executive council of  the 
association for canadian studies in the united states. thomas serves 
as director of the Quebec studies Program at uB.

Department of Sociology
Steve G. Hoffman, assistant professor, delivered a keynote address
in december 2010 at the Institutions and Organizational Environments 
Workshop: Towards an Ethnography of Complex Systems, which was 
co-sponsored by sOcius  - centro de  investigação em sociologia 
económica e das Organizações (research center in economic and 
Organizational  sociology),  universidade  técnica  de  lisboa,  and 
instituto  de  ciências  sociais  (the  institute  of  social  sciences)  at 
the  universidade  de  lisboa,  lisbon,  Portugal.  the  paper  his  talk 
was  based  upon,  “  the  new  tools  of  the  science  trade:  con-
tested  Knowledge  Production  and  the  conceptual  vocabularies 
of  academic  capitalism,”  is  forthcoming  in  Social Anthropology/
Anthropologie Sociale,  the  journal  of  the  european  association  of 
social  anthropologists.  the  article  will  be  accompanied  by  sepa-
rate commentary from the social theorists cris shore, university of 
auckland, and George Marcus, university of california, irvine. it will 
also  include Hoffman’s response to both comments. Hoffman has 
also been invited to a workshop on visual organizational studies on 
May 22, 2012, at the Goodenough club in london, england. the 
workshop will focus on contributions to The Routledge Companion 
to Visual Organization, edited by emma Bell, samantha Warren and 
Jonathan  e.  schroeder.  Hoffman’s  chapter  in  the  volume  will  be 
entitled “simulated Organizational realities in virtual and Physical 
space (Or, Why Boxers and artificial intelligence scientists Mostly 
do the same thing).”

Department of Visual Studies
Elizabeth Otto, associate professor, received a $5,000 suny con-
versations  in  the disciplines  (cid) award  to present a conference 
on the 19th- and 20th-century “new woman” in global visual cul-
ture. Otto, the only uB faculty member among 26 cid recipients 
for 2011-12, used her grant to help fund “the international new 
Woman in Photography and film,” a conference on gender and rep-
resentation held sept. 15-16, 2011 at uB. the conference addressed 
representations of the “new woman” from the 1870s through the 
1960s, a period in which more and more women became educated, 
dramatically increased their presence in the workforce, actively chal-
lenged notions of gender identity and provoked the emergence of 
a feminist wave that resulted in dramatic social change throughout 
the world. Otto received the award in conjunction with three suny 
colleagues  who  collaborated  on  the  conference:  Kristine  Harris, 
associate  professor  of  history  and  director  of  the  asian  studies 
Program  at  new  Paltz  state  college;  leesa  rittelmann,  associate 
professor of visual arts and new media at fredonia state college; 
and Kathleen vernon, associate professor of Hispanic languages and 
literature  at  stony  Brook  university.  Otto's  current  book  project, 
Haunted Bauhaus: Spirit and Body in the Home of Rationalized Culture, 
challenges conventional understandings of  the Bauhaus,  interwar 
europe’s most  influential art  institution. Hers  is  the first  sustained 
investigation of the way the Bauhaus engaged with the body in rela-
tion to spiritualism and the occult, gender and figuration, and the 
surreal. the book explains how, despite the sleek surfaces and cold 
structures  that  defined  the  Bauhaus,  there  lurked  an  unexpected 
embrace of the irrational.
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SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE
Michael Glick, professor and dean, delivered a number of lectures 
overseas,  including continuing education courses  in Brazil,  israel, 
new Zealand and singapore. He also served as chair of the science 
committee for the World federation and was a consultant for the 
World Workshop in Oral Medicine, london, uK. Glick was the key-
note speaker for the international Oral and Oropharyngeal cancer 
conference in Mumbai, india.

Department of Oral Biology
Olga J. Baker,  assistant professor, presented an  invited paper on 
cytokine-mediated inflammatory responses in salivary glands at the 
Brazilian saliva symposium in sao Paulo.

Department of Oral Diagnostic Sciences
Richard Ohrbach,  associate  professor,  was  in  Malmö,  sweden, 
in september 2011  for 2 weeks as a  funded  fellow  in  the dental 
school’s  visiting  scientist  Programme  at  Malmö  university.  this 
most recent trip is his fourth such funded visit to Malmö. With col-
leagues, they completed the first manuscript  in a series of papers 
regarding cross-cultural aspects of pain  (data  from sweden,  italy, 
and saudi arabia); began analyses for the second manuscript which 
will assess cross-cultural equivalency of the many self-report instru-
ments  used  in  the  study  sites  and  using  new  statistical  methods 
to  analyze  the  data  collected  in  the  us  as  the  reference  sample; 
completed  a  manuscript  regarding  dental  education  and  tMd; 
conducted a field trial of the new dc/tMd via an examiner reliabil-
ity study with examiners from sweden, italy, and saudi arabia; and 
worked on the recommendations for further tMd research methods 
as  stemming  from the  recently held workshop  in san diego. the 
school of dental Medicine at uB and the dental school at Malmö 
university signed an affiliation agreement earlier in 2011, and this 
trip to Malmö included a presentation (“the university at Buffalo: 
Pedagogical, education, and research Opportunities for Malmö col-
laboration”) by Ohrbach to the Malmö faculty in order to initiate 
collaboration. as one step in that direction, Ohrbach and swedish 
colleagues began  the  initial development of a combined  training 
center  for tMd research methods which would be based at sdM 
and Malmö’s dental school.  

Jose Luis Tapia, assistant professor, gave an invited lecture on “new 
frontiers  in  Oral  Pathology  -  the  Ontology  initiative”  at  the  fdi 
World dental federation, annual World dental congress, septem-
ber 14, 2011, in Mexico city, Mexico. the lecture was included as 
part of the fdi science committee session - New frontiers in global 
science. 

Department of Orthodontics
Sawsaan Tabaa, clinical assistant professor, provided several days 
of lectures at the  school Oral Health Program in Kuwait, focused 
on interceptive orthodontics and recent advances in orthodontics.

Department of Pediatric and Community Dentistry
Joseph Bernat,  professor  and  chair,  presented  lectures  on  child 
abuse at the Middle east conference on Pediatric dentistry in Ku-
wait city, Kuwait. He also participated as an external reviewer for 
the faculty of dentistry at Kuwait university for graduating dental 
students in recognizing child abuse.

Department of Periodontics and Endodontics
Sebastian G. Ciancio, suny distinguished service Professor, was 
one of the keynote speakers at the annual meeting of the singapore 
dental society on august 12, 2011. He spoke on the impact of Oral 
Health on General Health and discussed methods of  treating oral 
diseases so that their adverse effects on oral health would be mini-
mal. ciancio also was a keynote speaker at the opening session of 
the Meeting of the international academy of Periodontology held 
in lvov, ukraine, June 17, 2011.

Department of Restorative Dentistry
Sebastiano Andreana,  associate  professor  and  chair  of  implant 
dentistry, was  invited by  the Kuwaiti minister of health  to give  a 
series  of  presentations  to  dentists  on  current  trends  in  advanced 
general  dentistry  at  dental  administrative  conferences  sponsored 
by the Ministry of Health.

Donald E. Antonson,  professor  and  associate  chair,  lectured  in 
slovenia on techniques for excellence using direct resin compos-
ite  materials  and  in  Montreal  on  the  demise  of  porcelain  metal 
restoration.

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Department of Learning and Instruction
Ming Ming Chiu, professor, showed that family effects on fifteen-
year-olds’  reading  achievements  differed  across  cultures  in  41 
countries  (family  and  reading  in 41  countries: differences  across 
cultures and students” published in Scientific Studies of Reading). He 
further showed that understanding the shapes and sounds of words 
had different effects on the Korean and english learning of native 
Koreans  (Morphological  awareness,  phonological  awareness  and 
literacy development in Korean and english published in Scientific 
Studies of Reading). He also gave 3 presentations: social metacogni-
tion, micro-creativity  and  justifications;  and cognition and social 
Metacognition during Online discussions at the Alpine Rendezvous 
2011 Workshop.  la clusaz,  france; and the  relationship between 
collaborative learning activities,  individual and other group mem-
bers’ behaviors at the 14th Biennial EARLI Conference for Research on 
Learning and Instruction, exeter, united Kingdom. 

X. Christine Wang, associate professor, gave a number of invited 
lectures  in  March  2011  during  her  sabbatical:  “young  children’s 
epistemic reasoning and computer supported collaborative science 
inquiry,” at the workshop “early years and technology” at alpine 
rendez-vous, sponsored by european union- stellar alliance, la 
clauza, france; “exploring the relationship between theory of mind 
and practical epistemology in young children’s science inquiry,” an 
invited  presentation  at  Beijing  normal  university,  Beijing,  china; 
“formative  experiment:  bridging  educational  research  and  cur-
riculum development” at Beijing normal university, Beijing, china; 
“Publishing in ssci Journals in the u.s.,” an invited presentation at 
Beijing  normal  university,  Beijing,  china;  (2010,  september); 
“exploring young children’s epistemic reasoning in computer-sup-
ported collaborative science inquiry,” an invited presentation at the 
university of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, china; (2010, July). “Google 
it: young children’s epistemic reasoning in science inquiry,” at east 
china normal university, shanghai, china;  (2010, July); “Publishing 
in educational research Journals in the u.s.” at east china normal 
university, shanghai, china.

Randy Yerrick, professor of science education, delivered four key-
note  addresses  to  international  audiences meeting  to discuss  the 
role  of  technology  in  21st  century  learning  environments.  these 
included “science education reform: teaching from what we know/
learning from what we don’t,” a keynote address given at the 2011 
international conference on ict in teaching and learning in Hong 
Kong in July 2011; “Mobile technologies and Web 2.0 in the science 
classroom,” a keynote address given at the apple learning acad-
emy, Hong Kong  in  July; “science  in a next Generation learning 
environment,” a keynote address given at the technology education 
leadership academy, singapore in december 2010; and it’s about 
time…and it’s about time, a keynote address given at the c21 edu-
cators academy, chinese university of Hong Kong in august 2011. 
While in singapore, Hong Kong, and Jakarta,yerrick also conducted 
workshops for teachers at the raffles Girls school, the Hong Kong 
international school, and singapore school of science and technol-
ogy. these workshops included model lessons taught by yerrick to 
native children to demonstrate state-of-the-art technologies at work 
like iPads, digital microscopes, and wireless data collection probe-
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ware. these  lessons were coupled with professional development 
meetings to foster reflection with teachers on what it means to build 
and inquiry learning community in science classrooms. yerrick also 
participated in the planning of the upcoming international coastal 
cleanup  of  singapore  as  well  as  trained  personnel  in  the  use  of 
iPad 2’s GPs functions and live data collection so geographic and 
scientific data could be logged and mapped live in the endangered 
mangrove habitats.  

Department of Educational Leadership and Policy
Sibry Tapsoba,  an  alumnus  of  the  program  from  Burkina  faso, 
who received his Ph.d. in 1989, was appointed in October 2011 as 
resident representative of the african development Bank for egypt. 
egypt  is  the  second  largest portfolio of  the african development 
Bank with yearly loans to the tune of usd 1.7 billion (on average). 
With the ongoing “arab spring,” the wide divide in the society and 
the limited inclusiveness in economic growth are calling for a revised 
development approach, which will likely involve new roles for the 
youth.  in  such  a  context,  skills  building,  science  and  innovation 
could be used to restore hope in the youth and enhance competi-
tiveness of the country’s economy.

Lois Weis, suny distinguished Professor, delivered a series of seven 
invited lectures for faculty and graduate students september 13-20, 
2011, at Minzu university of china and Beijing normal university. 
among others, Weis delivered the following invited lectures at the 
two universities: “changing landscape of race/ethnicity and social 
class in Postsecondary education in Worldwide context with spe-
cific focus on the united states;” and “‘in the shadow of the Mills’: 
the Practice and utility of Qualitative research.”

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SCIENCES
Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering
Paschalis Alexandridis,  uB  distinguished  Professor,  has  been 
appointed  Honorary  adjunct  Professor  at  the  Beijing  university 
of chemical  technology  (Buct)  in  a  ceremony held on  June 10, 
2011.  in the context of his trip to Beijing, he presented seminars 
and had discussions with  colleagues  at  Buct and at  the depart-
ment  of  chemistry,  Beijing  normal  university.    alexandridis  also 
presented a plenary  lecture on “self-assembled Block copolymer 
templates  for  nanoparticle  synthesis,  surface  Modification,  and 
Organization” at the international symposium on integrated Mo-
lecular/Materials engineering isiMMe-2011 held in Beijing. in July 
2011, alexandridis presented an invited lecture on “nanostructured 
Polymers and solvents: Opportunities in Health, environment, and 
energy applications” at the national center for scientific research 
“demokritos”  (aghia  Paraskevi,  attiki,  Greece)  on  the  occasion 
of  celebrations  for  the  50th  anniversary  from  the  founding  of 
“demokritos.”  alexandridis  also  visited  and  had  discussions  with 
colleagues at  the  industrial chemistry laboratory, department of 
chemistry, university of athens.

Mark Swihart, professor, was an invited attendee at the 2011 Japan-
America Frontiers of Engineering Symposium, held June 6-8, 2011 in 
Osaka, Japan. sixty of the most promising engineers under the age 
of 45 from Japan and the united states met for an intensive 2-1/2 
day symposium on developments at the cutting edge of engineer-
ing technology. the event was intended to facilitate  international 
and cross-disciplinary research collaboration, promote the transfer 
of  new  techniques  and  approaches  across  disparate  engineering 
fields,  and  encourage  the  creation  of  a  transpacific  network  of 
world-class engineers.

Department of Civil, Structural and Environmental Engineering
Qian Wang, assistant professor, served as an academic committee 
member and area editor for the 11th international conference of 
chinese transportation Professionals in nanjing, china from august 
14 to 17, 2011. in addition, her two papers were selected for pre-
sentation  and  publication  in  the  conference  proceedings,  titled: 

“Modeling the impact of smart Growth on travel choices: an en-
hanced travel demand forecasting approach,” and “commercial 
vehicle  travel  Patterns  in urban areas:  findings  and  implications 
from the denver Metropolitan area.” this annual conference was 
jointly  organized  by  chinese  Overseas  transportation  association 
(cOta) and southeast university, and sponsored by american soci-
ety of civil engineers (asce), national natural science foundation 
of china (nsfc), World Bank, nanjing association of science and 
technology, reason foundation, and  the transportation research 
association in nanjing, china. 

Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Deborah Chung, professor and niagara Mohawk chair, was award-
ed an honorary doctorate degree  from the university of alicante, 
spain, on June 10, 2011 in recognition of her pioneering research 
in smart materials and carbon composites.

Tarunraj Singh,  professor,  currently  at  the  rWtH  aachen  as  a 
Humboldt  fellow  gave  three  invited  seminars:“tumor  Motion 
Predication for radiation therapy” at the Gsi Helmholtz center for 
Heavy ion research, darmstadt, Germany on sept. 23, 2011; “tam-
ing vibrations” at the fraunhofer-institut für Betriebsfestigkeit und 
systemzuverlässigkeit lBf, darmstadt, Germany on sept. 23, 2011; 
and “application of Polynomial chaos in estimation and control” 
at the interdisciplinary center for scientific computing, ruprecht-
Karls-universitat  Heidelberg,  Heidelberg  Germany,  on  sept.  26, 
2011. singh with his student Christoph Antink presented a poster 
entitled “tumor Motion and deformation estimation  for  intensity 
Modulated radiation therapy” at the 10th international conference 
on complexity in acute illness in Bonn, Germany, 9-11 sept., 2011.

LAW SCHOOL 
Isabel Marcus, professor, taught women’s human rights in Poland 
in spring 2011. she lectured at the universities of Gdansk, Bialystok 
and Warsaw law faculties as well as a number of nGOs.  in addi-
tion,  she  taught  a  seminar  on  state  regulation  of  reproduction 
at Jagiellonian university law faculty for one month as an invited 
scholar. in addition, Marcus hosted two domestic violence visiting 
scholars at uB law school  in  fall 2011, one  from turkey and the 
other from ireland.

Lynn Mather, professor, was invited to dublin, ireland, in late no-
vember, 2011  to deliver  the Keynote address at a conference on 
“regulating the legal Profession.” the conference is organized by 
university college dublin, centre for regulation and Governance, to 
explore the implications of new legislation that has been proposed 
to regulate the irish legal profession. Mather has been studying the 
role  of  lawyers  in different  countries,  and  she has  a  forthcoming 
book with the university of chicago Press, lawyers in Practice: ethi-
cal decision Making in context.

Makau Mutua, suny distinguished Professor and dean, travelled 
to Beijing, china in fall 2011 to give a talk on “reconstructing citi-
zenship” at the Beijing university of technology (BJut), uB’s long-
standing  partner,  and  to  discuss  possible  collaborative  academic 
programs.  With  his  chinese  hosts,  he  explored  possible  summer 
programs, faculty exchanges, and llM intakes. 

Winnifred Sullivan,  professor,  organized  two  luce  foundation 
workshops on “the Politics of religious freedom” (with elizabeth 
shakman Hurd, saba Mahmood, and Peter danchin). the first took 
place in venice, italy on July 11-12, 2011. the second took place in 
chiangmai, thailand, on december 11-12, 2011. she was also an 
external examiner  for  the Ph.d. of ann-Marie leatt, university of 
the Witwatersrand, south africa, whose project is titled “the state 
of secularism: constituting religion and tradition towards a Post-
apartheid south africa.” sullivan sponsored Helge Årsheim, a Ph.d. 
student from the university of Oslo with a grant from the norwegian 
government, to study at uB law school during fall 2011.
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SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
Department of Marketing
Debu Talukdar,  professor,  presented  an  invited  research  paper 
entitled  “trends  in  Global  consumption  Patterns  and  role  of 
“neighborhood”  influence,”  at  the  2011  china  india  consumer 
insights  conference  held  in  new  delhi,  india  in  July,  2011.  this 
conference  was  organized  by  the  yale  university  school  of  Man-
agement in cooperation with the Federation of indian chambers of 
commerce & industry (ficci) and the emerging Markets initiative 
at duke university’s fuqua school of Business. in partnership with 
the World Bank’s african division, talukdar is currently conducting 
a systematic empirical study of slum dwellers in several cities across 
sub-saharan africa. Based on this study, he co-authored a research 
paper entitled “informal Housing Markets: living conditions, rents, 
and their determinants in the slums of nairobi and dakar,” which 
is forthcoming in the Land Economics journal.

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
Department of Biochemistry
Mulchand Patel,  suny  distinguished  Professor,  participated  in 
the  summer  school  2011  on  Molecular  Metabolism,  sponsored 
by  the  danish  Ph.d.  school  of  Molecular  Metabolism  during 
september 7-10, 2011. Patel  serves as a member of  the advisory 
Board of the summer school. Patel also participated in a Workshop 
entitled  “Programming  Beta  cell  development,  impairment  and 
regeneration,”in  Helsingor,  denmark,  October  23-26,  2011.  the 
title of his presentation was “Beta cell  reprogramming  in  the  im-
mediate postnatal period”. this workshop was the latest in a series 
focusing  on  pancreas  development  held  in  europe  every  two  to 
three years since 1990. 

Department of Medicine
Richard V. Lee,  professor,  has  been  elected  a  Master  of  the 
american college of Physicians. the founding editor of the journal 
Obstetric Medicine,  lee was  recently appointed emeritus editor  in 
chief by the publisher, the royal society of Medicine Press, based 
in london, uK. lee was  in london in October 2011 for meetings 
at the royal society, which will be publishing a new book of essays 
and commentaries by lee.

Department of Ophthalmology
Steven J. Fliesler, Meyer H. riwchun endowed chair professor of 
Ophthalmology and vice-chair and director of research, gave an 
invited platform presentation, entitled “cholesterol  in  the retina:  
you Only Miss  it When  it’s Gone,” at a meeting of  the arvO  in-
ternational  society  of  Ocular  cell  Biology  (isOcB)  in  vancouver, 
canada, held september 7-10, 2011. He also chaired a session at 
that meeting, on “Ocular cell structure and dynamics.”   

Department of Structural Biology
Alex J. Vecchio,  a  recent  Ph.d.  graduate  and  post-doctoral  as-
sociate, was awarded a travel fellowship to the xxii congress and 
General  assembly  of  the  international  union  of  crystallography 
(iucr), held from august 22-29, 2011 in Madrid, spain. the u.s. 
national committee for crystallography awarded the fellowship to 
early career crystallographers, under  the auspices of  the national 
academy of sciences. as part of his prize obligations, vecchio par-
ticipated  in  a  junior-senior  crystallographer  mentoring  dinner,  a 
u.s.-spain-latin america networking and collaboration reception, 
was allowed to observe the General assembly of the iucr, and ad-
ditionally, presented a poster entitled “coordinated productive and 
unproductive substrate binding in the cOx-2 homodimer”. the first 
congress and General assembly of the iucr was held in 1948, with 
subsequent meetings  currently  held  internationally  on  a  triennial 
basis; the General assembly branch  of the meeting develops and 
approves scientific policies of the union. 

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Sung-Heui Bae, assistant professor; Carol Brewer, professor; and 

Sharon Hewner,  assistant  professor,  were  invited  to  attend  the 
“translating systems research to Practice: nursing Health services 
research symposium” in toronto, canada on september 29, 2011. 
the purpose of this symposium was to bring together expert and 
emerging nursing health services researchers to focus on the issue 
of new directions in nursing systems research.

Davina Porock, professor and interim dean, is continuing two stud-
ies with the university of nottingham: the Medical crises in Older 
People Program Grant with the school of ageing and rehabilitation 
and dying in Hospital: care of the person with dementia and fam-
ily caregivers with the school of nursing and went to nottingham 
in november 2011. she also began a collaborative project on the 
state of the science in end of life care with dr stephen O’connor, 
university of Maastricht, the netherlands.

You-Wu Bill Wu,  associate  professor,  visited  chulalongkorn  uni-
versity in thailand from June 10, 2011 until July 2, 2011 to teach 
a  three-week  doctoral  level  course  entitled  “advanced  nursing 
research design”.

SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
Department of Pharmacy Practice
Yan Liu, head of division of clinical Pharmacy, from the Pharmacy 
college, chongqing Medical university, china visited the depart-
ment of Pharmacy Practice from february 17 to March 17, 2011. 
liu met with Wayne Anderson, professor and dean, and Edward 
Bednarczyk,  professor  and  chair,  and  engaged  in  lectures,  stu-
dent activities and tours of several experiential sites used by the 
school. On behalf of dean li Qingeng, she expressed their inter-
est  in developing collaborative programs with  the sOPPs at uB. 
these  programs  include  a  pharmacist-exchange  and  pharmacy 
student  observation  program;  an  international  doctor  of  Phar-
macy program; and a web-based continuous education program.  
a memorandum of understanding between the Pharmacy college, 
chongqing Medical university and the uB school of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical sciences is currently being developed to support 
future collaboration.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Center for Assistive Technology
Joseph Lane, director of the center on Knowledge translation for 
technology transfer presented two papers and chaired one session 
at  the aaate 2012 conference  in Maastricht, the netherlands  in 
august 2011. in september he presented two master classes on the 
need to Knowledge Model to senior executives in dublin, ireland; 
one at the national disability association/center for excellence in 
universal  design,  and  another  at  enterprise  ireland  which  leads 
industry/university  collaborations.  lane  continues  to  supervise  a 
post-doctoral bio-medical engineering position at dublin institutes 
of technology, along with eugene coyle, head of the school of elec-
trical engineering. lane collaborated with Benoit Godin, national 
institute of science research, Montreal, canada on two projects:  a 
July presentation in Paris, france to unescO’s roundtable meeting 
on the preparation of the science, technology & innovation Global 
assessment Program (stiGaP), and an invited paper accepted for 
november  publication  by  the  German  language  journal  Gegen-
worte  in september 2011 lane and Steve Bauer jointly presented 
an  invited  teleconference  on  demand  pull  models  of  technology 
innovation to medical and administrative staff at the Glenrose re-
habilitation Hospital in edmonton, alberta, canada.

Department of Community Health and Health Behavior
Gary A. Giovino, professor and chair, has been working with the 
centers for disease control and Prevention’s Office on smoking and 
Health (cdc/OsH) and the World Health Organization to develop 
the Global adult tobacco survey  (Gats). Gats provides a global 
standard  for  the  systematic monitoring of  adult  tobacco use and 
factors  that  influence  use.  nationally-representative  surveys  were 
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completed during 2008-2010 (Wave i) in 14 countries (china, india, 
Bangladesh, thailand, vietnam, Philippines, russia, ukraine, Poland, 
turkey,  egypt,  Brazil,  Mexico,  uruguay).    field  work  is  currently 
underway or will be completed shortly in Wave ii countries: argen-
tina,  Panama,  nigeria,  south  africa,  Qatar,  romania,  indonesia, 
and Malaysia.  repeat surveys will be conducted in all Wave i Gats 
countries. Giovino led the development of the Gats questionnaire 
and chairs the Gats Questionnaire review committee, which ap-
proves each country’s questionnaire. Gats is designed to generate 
comparable  data  within  and  across  countries  and  will    enhance 
countries’  capacity  to  design,  implement,  and  evaluate  tobacco 
control interventions. funding for Gats has been provided by the 
Bloomberg  Philanthropies’  initiative  to  reduce  tobacco  use,  the 
Bill and Melinda Gates foundation, and the governments of Brazil 
and  india. Giovino has also been asked by cdc/OsH to  lead  the 
re-design of the questionnaire for the Global youth tobacco survey 
(Gyts), the largest health risk behavior surveillance system in the 
world.   Gyts monitors tobacco use  in 13-15 year old students  in 
188  countries/sites.  funding  for  the  Gyts  has  been  provided  by 
cdc/OsH, the canadian Public Health association, national cancer 
institute, united nations children emergency fund, and the World 
Health Organization—tobacco free initiative.

Department of Social and Preventive Medicine
Pavani Ram, assistant professor, is leading a team of doctoral stu-
dents and research assistants in an effort to assist evaluation of uni-
cef programs that promote handwashing with soap.  Handwashing 
has been shown to reduce diarrhea and pneumonia, the two leading 
causes of death  in young children. as a part of  this project, ram 
and her team are working with the Water, sanitation and Hygiene 
team at unicef headquarters to develop a monitoring and evalua-
tion toolkit for handwashing promotion programs that will be used 
by unicef programs in over 100 countries. Over the next 2 years, 
ram and her team will be guiding unicef teams in Kenya, nepal, 
and  Zambia  in  evaluation  of  large-scale  handwashing  promotion 
programs. the work by ram’s team will fill significant gaps in the 
understanding of whether or not large-scale handwashing promo-
tion programs succeed in changing the behavior of individuals and 
whether this change in behavior  is sufficient to improve health in 
low- and middle-income countries. 

Xuefeng Ren, assistant professor, has been awarded to a visiting 
professorship in the center of laboratory animal and Medical re-
search, Guangdong, china. He was invited to give a presentation 
titled “epigenetics & epigenomics of chemical exposures” in 2011. 
He  also  interacted  with  graduate  students  and  faculty  members 
there to engage research and academic activities.  in addition, ren 
has been appointed to the editorial review board of Chinese Journal 
of Clinicians from 2011 to 2014.

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
Laina Bay-Cheng,  assistant  professor,  participated  in  two  recent 
international conferences. in June 2011, she participated in a poster 
session, “thwarted sexual agency: narratives from adolescent girls 
in  the u.s. child welfare  system” at  the 20th World congress  for 
sexual Health, Glasgow, scotland; and in October 2011 she gave 
a  paper  “ethical  parenting  of  sexual  youth”  at  the  international 
conference on Moral education, nanjing, china.
 
Kate Kost, professor, and MsW students Lindsay Phelps and Leah 
Vanbourgondien  traveled  to  tanzania  in  July  2011  with  Mara 
Huber, director of the uB center for educational collaboration and 
Anne Wadsworth  from  the  Buffalo  community.  this  was  part  of 
a new study abroad course offered by the school. While in dar es 
salaam, the group met with staff from the us embassy and the us 
agency for international development (usaid) about their efforts to 
improve maternal and child health, access to educational technol-
ogy and malaria prevention in tanzania. in addition, the students 
and Kost met with leah Omari, coordinator of links and collabora-

tion  from the national social Work  institute,  the degree granting 
program in tanzania to discuss the potential for establishing a for-
mal study abroad program between uB-ssW and the nsWi. Other 
highlights  include seeing  lions, elephants and giraffes up close  in 
the serengeti and traveling to Kitenga, a remote village near lake 
victoria in northwest tanzania. While in Kitenga, the group talked 
to  residents  about  the  status  of  community  development  efforts 
and research activity  that are aspects of  the partnership between 
members of the Buffalo tanzania education Project (BteP), Buffalo 
sunrise rotary, the immaculate Heart sisters of africa and residents 
of the village of Kitenga.  

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
the university libraries offer a wide variety of information resources 
and services for uB’s international students, faculty and staff. Our 
“resources for international students” Web page provides practical 
library research tips, instructions on how to find esl materials in the 
libraries’ catalog, links to esl Web resources and more. the page 
also includes a multi-lingual glossary that explains many of the most 
commonly-used terms in academic and research libraries.
   during the summer months, the libraries hosted two international 
visitors:  Xiangqun Shan,  vice-director  of  the  reference  depart-
ment of the renmin university library in Beijing, china, and Gozde 
Denizyaranli, chief of collection development at istanbul technical 
university (itu) in turkey. Both visiting librarians met with members 
of the uB libraries’ faculty and staff to learn how we provide services 
and collections, and to educate us about  their home  institutions.  
shan and denizyaranli enjoyed full schedules of meetings, tours and 
observation time to gather information for the reports they planned 
to provide to their institutions as a follow-up to their visits. libraries’ 
staff and faculty from collections, access services, reference/instruc-
tion, media, scholarly communication, digital services, special col-
lections, and many other areas participated in the visits. Margaret 
Wells, director, Public services and arts & sciences libraries, and 
Kate Cunningham-Hendrix, Project Manager, collections and Pub-
lic services, worked with John Wood, senior associate vice Provost 
for international education, to ensure a full overview of uB’s library 
and international education programs. shan was also fortunate to 
spend time with Kristin stapleton, director of the asian studies Pro-
gram, and denizyaranli met with itu faculty and students currently 
working or studying at uB.

James B. Gordon,  lead programmer/analyst at lockwood library, 
has written two widely distributed books. His most recent book, co-
authored with Geetesh Baja of secunderabad, india is Office 2011 
for Mac All-in-One For Dummies (Wiley Press, 2011), a reference book 
for Microsoft Office. Gordon and Bajaj have received Most valuable 
Professional awards  from Microsoft  for voluntary contributions  to 
global technical communities.

associate  librarians  Jill Hackenberg  and  Christopher Hollister, 
arts & sciences libraries, participated in the pre-academic orienta-
tion program offered to the 2011 Humphrey fellows through uB’s 
english language institute (eli) in July 2011. they taught this year’s 
group of 19 international fellows about information literacy – how 
to effectively conduct library research – and discussed the various 
ways  in which american  libraries differ  from  the  libraries  in  their 
home countries. their discussions also focused on searching the uB 
libraries’  online  catalog,  using  subject-specific  databases  offered 
through the libraries’ website to find journal articles, and search-
ing the internet.

Christopher Hollister, associate librarian, arts & sciences libraries, 
is  the libraries’  liaison with uB’s Graduate school of education.  in 
October 2011, Hollister met with a delegation of regional and gov-
ernmental education administrators from ukraine, and shared with 
delegates the ways in which the uB libraries support Graduate school 
of education curricula, and faculty and student research needs. del-
egates were particularly interested in support for distance education, 
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remote  access  to  subscription  information 
sources,  remote  methods  of  research  in-
struction,  publisher  licensing  agreements, 
and current copyright law. the meeting was 
organized  by  the  international  institute  of 
Buffalo’s Open World leadership center. 

Pam Rose,  coordinator  of  Web  services 
and  library  Promotion  for  the  Health  sci-
ences  library  (Hsl),  oversees  the  library’s 
ongoing  international donations Program. 
the program’s wiki lists organizations from 
many  countries  which  collect  and  distrib-
ute  books  and  other  materials  to  multiple 
countries  and geographic  areas,  providing 
potential  donors  with  contact  information 
for institutions, agencies and programs that 
need educational materials and equipment 
but have little or no budget. 

Fred Stoss,  associate  librarian, arts & sci-
ences libraries, was invited to speak at the 
2011 Green aruba ii conference in Oranjes-
tad, aruba. this was aruba’s second major 
environmental conference focused on state-
of-the-art  sustainable energy  technologies, 
the socio-economic possibilities that green 
sustainable energy offers, and the financial 
aspects of implementing green energy proj-
ects.  stoss’s  path  to  the  2011  conference 
began  in 2008, when he  served as one of 
the keynote speakers for the annual meeting 
of  the association of caribbean university, 
research and institutional libraries (acuril) 
held in Grosier, Guadeloupe. stoss returned 
to aruba in 2009 where he presented, “cli-
mate change in the caribbean: challenges 
and Hopes.” His 2011 conference presenta-
tion, “sustainability and climate challenges 
for  aruba:  fitting  the  Pieces  together”, 
outlined essential strategies for bringing to-
gether the themes of Green aruba i (climate 
change)  and  Green  aruba  ii  (sustainable 
energy technologies).

associate librarian Cindi Tysick, arts & sci-
ences  libraries,  is  the  libraries’  liaison  for 
uB’s  international  students.  through  her 
participation  in  uB’s  international  student 
Orientation program, cindi introduces new 
international  students  to  the  libraries  and 
explains  the  role  of  the  subject  librarians 
who are the primary libraries’ contacts for 
faculty and students. as chair of the librar-
ies’  information  literacy  task  force,  cindi 
recently updated the libraries’ Guide for In-
ternational Students, a publication that offers 
tips  on  finding  books  and  journal  articles, 
borrowing  and  returning  library  materials, 
and using the illiad system to obtain mate-
rials not owned by the uB libraries.
   the libraries recently acquired a collection 
of 47 contemporary chinese documentary 
films. these documentaries are the work of 
dozens of chinese filmmakers, and include 
films  produced  by  well-known  activists  as 
well as works by local filmmakers who have 
yet to achieve widespread attention. all of 
the  films  were  created  in  the  last  decade, 

and together they highlight the many social 
and cultural changes that have occurred in 
china  in  recent  years.  the  documentaries 
are  available  in  the  Multimedia  center  on 
the  second  floor  of  silverman  library  in 
capen Hall.
   Publications, magazines and posters from 
the  Poetry  collection’s  Wyndham  lewis 
collection were part of a recent exhibition: 
“the vorticists: rebel artists in london and 
new  york,  1914-1918”.  from  January  29 
-  May  15,  2011,  the  Peggy  Guggenheim 
collection  in  venice,  italy  featured  the 
exhibition,  and  from  June  1  -  september 
4, 2011, the exhibition was on view at the 
tate Britain in london. this exhibition was 
the first attempt to recreate the three vorti-
cist exhibitions mounted during World War 
i  that  served  to  define  the  group’s  radical 
aesthetic for the public. among historians of 
modernism, vorticism has been traditionally 
treated as an insular British art movement. 
“the vorticists: rebel artists in london and 
new york, 1914-18”   overcame  that myth 
by identifying the movement as a distinctly 
anglo-american  endeavor  developed  in 
1914  as  an  avant-garde  response  to  the 
impact of french cubism and italian futur-
ism  on  artists  and  writers  in  london  and 
new york.

OFFICE OF THE VICE PROVOST FOR 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
Stephen C. Dunnett,  professor  and  vice 
provost,  was  a  member  of  a  special  panel 
at  the  annual  conference  of  nafsa:  as-
sociation  of  international  educators  in 
vancouver, canada in May 2011. the panel 
was organized by the Japanese association 
of foreign student affairs  (Jafsa) and was 
titled  “the response of u.s. institutions of 
Higher  education  to  the  tohoku  disasters 
and  the  short  and  long  term  effects  on 
u.s. – Japan interchange." the session was 
held on May 31, 2011. dunnett was a panel 
presenter at the inaugural suny conference 
on critical issues in Higher education, titled 
"universities as economic drivers," and held 
in  Buffalo  september  26-27,  2011.  dun-
nett's  panel was  titled    "the Global  reach 
of Higher education." the suny conference 
coincided  with  the  release  of  the  second 
edition of the "suny report card" which in-
cludes metrics for the "suny and the World" 
strategic plan. dunnett serves as co-chair of 
the system-wide  implementation team for 
"suny and the World."

John J. Wood, senior associate vice provost, 
was a presenter at the 2011 conference of 
the  european  association  for  international 
education  (eaie) in copenhagen, denmark 
in september 2011. Wood was one of  the 
presenters for a full-day eaie pre-conference 
workshop  titled,  "a  Primer  on  u.s.  Higher 
education," and he was a panelist for a con-
ference session titled "from bilateral agree-
ments to broad-based partnerships: moving 
beyond traditional exchanges." c
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STENGER NAMED PRESIDENT OF BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

By Sue Wuetcher

Harvey  stenger  Jr.,  interim  pro-
vost  and  executive  vice  presi- 
dent  for  academic  affairs,  was 

named president of Binghamton uni-
versity by the suny Board of trustees 
on november 22. the appointment is 
effective Jan. 1, 2012.
  Bruce  Mccombe,  suny  distin-
guished Professor  in  the department 
of  Physics  and  a  former  dean  of  the 
college of arts  and sciences, will  re-
place stenger as  interim provost and 
executive vice president.
  President satish K. tripathi praised 
stenger,  calling  his  appointment 
as  Bu  president  “richly  deserved 
recognition  of  his  remarkable  vision 
and  the  depth  and  breadth  of  his 
leadership and expertise. these are all 
qualities that we have come to know 
very  well  during  Harvey’s  service  at 
uB, and i am confident that they will 
distinguish  him  as  an  exceptional 
president at our  sister suny  institu-
tion,” tripathi said.
  under stenger’s leadership as inter-
im provost, uB’s academic enterprise 
“continues to make impressive strides 
forward as we pursue our long-range 
institutional  vision  of  excellence,” 
he said, adding that uB is “very well 
positioned to build on our strong aca-

demic  foundation”  as  the  university 
searches for its next provost.
  “While i am very sorry to see him 
leave  uB,  i  am  thrilled  to  continue 
working  with  him  as  a  presidential 
colleague  at  our  fellow  university 
center  at  Binghamton,”  tripathi 
said.  “i  know  i  am  joined  by  all  of 
Harvey’s  colleagues  and  friends  at 
uB in expressing my heartfelt thanks 
for his exemplary contributions over 
the years and my warmest wishes for 
every  success  in  this  important new 
leadership role.”

  "Harvey's  strong  commitment  to 
international  education,  evidenced 
when he was dean and interim provost 
here, will serve Binghamton well," said 
stephen dunnett, vice provost for in-
ternational education. "My staff and i 
work closely with our counterparts at 
Binghamton, and we admire what Bu 
has  already  achieved  in  the  interna-
tional area."
  stenger was named interim provost 
and executive vice president  for  aca-
demic affairs in april. He joined the uB 
faculty in 2006 as dean of the school 
of  engineering  and  applied  sciences 
after  serving  as  dean  of  the  college 
of  engineering  and  applied  science 
at lehigh university. He also holds an 
appointment as professor of chemical 
and biological engineering at uB. He 
holds a bachelor's degree from cornell 
university and a doctorate  from Mit, 
both in chemical engineering. c


