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TASK GROUP ISSUES RECOMMENDATIONS
TO INTERNATIONALIZE UB

By John Dellacontrada

faculty task group has released a
Aset of recommendations for “inter-
nationalizing” UB, calling for new
investments in student experiences, fac-
ulty scholarship, and institutional mission.
The report by the International Strat-
egy Task Group recommends that UB
build upon its leadership in international
student recruitment, overseas education
and study abroad to create a comprehen-
sive international strategy and identity for
UB. Satish K. Tripathi, provost and execu-
tive vice president for academic affairs,
commissioned the report as part of the
UB 2020 strategic planning process.

“It is imperative that a leading public
research university make international
education and global citizenship an es-
sential part of its mission,” Tripathi said.
“This report clearly indicates that inter-
national education and scholarship are a
strategic strength of UB.”

The task group’s chief recommenda-
tion is that UB leverage its current
strengths in the international area to in-
ternationalize the institution as a whole,
said group member David M. Engel,
SUNY Distinguished Service Professor
and director of international programs in
the UB Law School.

“UB’s impressively large international
student population and innovative over-
seas programs illustrate UB’s success in
going out into the world, but we must do
a better job of conferring the benefit of
UB’s international engagement on the
entire university community,” said Engel,
who also serves as chair of the UB Council
on International Studies and Programs.

With more than 4,100 international
students, UB is ranked 13th in interna-
tional student enrollment among U.S.

colleges and universities. UB is known for
pioneering overseas programs, particularly
in Asia, and for having one of the most en-
trepreneurial international education offices
in the country, the report stated. This expe-
rience and expertise should be integrated
throughout the university, the task group
recommended.

Making UB into an international univer-
sity would enable UB to better train students
for “the challenges and promises of the glo-
bal community, facilitate globalized re-
search and enhance understanding among
the world’s peoples,” according to the re-
port. An institutional emphasis on interna-
tional education and global citizenship,
complemented by UB’s proximity to an in-
ternational border, would set UB apart from
other public research universities, the report
stated.

“This is an excellent report with far-
reaching recommendations which, if
implemented, will ensure that UB’s commit-
ment to internationalization is reflected in
its curriculum, faculty and research,” said
Stephen C. Dunnett, vice provost for inter-
national education. “I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues across the campus
on the implementation of these timely rec-
ommendations.”

The task group proposed recommenda-
tions in three categories: the student expe-
rience, faculty scholarship and research,
and institutional mission. The recommen-
dations include the following:

B Integrate global perspectives across the
university’s curriculum and require student
competence in a second language.

B Strengthen and enhance opportunities
for research and scholarly exchange with
Canada and Canadian colleges.

B Internationalize student experiences
starting in the first year of study by requir-
ing incoming students to have a passport,

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

incorporating travel to Canada in freshman courses and
developing introductory study-abroad programs for fresh-
men.
B Better integrate international students into campus life
by expanding programs that bring together international
and domestic students.
B Inventory and raise awareness of UB's international ac-
tivities.
B Integrate the work of faculty with institutional interna-
tionalization efforts.
B [dentify international experience and research as an
asset for faculty hiring and promotion.
B Create incentives and eliminate barriers for faculty to
incorporate international activities in teaching, scholar-
ship and service.
B Promote faculty participation in study-abroad and ex-
change programs.
B Look for opportunities for UB to be a positive presence
on every continent.
B Become a more significant international resource for
the local community.
B Develop policies and procedures for international tech-
nology transfer, patents and licensing for expanded in-
ternational research collaborations.

Other members of the faculty task group include
Sharmistha Bagchi-Sen, professor of geography; Austin

UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALDO

Booth, University Libraries; José Buscaglia, associate pro-
fessor of Spanish and director of the Caribbean Studies
Program; Andreas Daum, professor of history and associ-
ate dean for undergraduate education; Mehrdad
Hadighi, associate professor and chair of the Department
of Architecture; John Ho, SUNY Distinguished Service Pro-
fessor in the Department of Physics and interim vice pro-
vost for graduate education and dean of the Graduate
School.

Also: Maureen Jameson, associate professor of French
and chair of the Department of Romance Languages and
Literatures; D. Joseph Mook, professor of mechanical and
aerospace engineering; Donald Pollock, associate profes-
sor and chair of the Department of Anthropology; Raghav
Rao, professor of management science and systems;
Natalie Simpson, associate professor of management sci-
ence and systems; and John Yeh, professor and chair of
the Department of Gynecology-Obstetrics.

Ex officio members of the task group are Stephen
Dunnett; Beth DelGenio, chief of staff, Office of the Pro-
vost; Scott Nostaja, interim vice president for human re-
sources; and John J. Wood, associate vice provost for inter-
national education. &

John Dellacontrada is director of media relations/national
media at University News Services.

COURSES IN TIBETAN LANGUAGE OFFERED

s a follow up to the 2006 visit to the University at
ABuffan by His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, the
Asian Studies Program is offering introductory
courses in the classical Tibetan language during the 2007-
08 academic year taught by noted Tibetan scholar Craig
Preston.

The courses serve as an introduction to the written lan-
guage, which was created to translate the large corpus of
Indian Buddhist sutras, tantras and commentaries from
the original Sanskrit. It is the language of the sacred texts
of Tibetan Buddhism, most of which have not been trans-
lated into modern Tibetan, Chinese or Western lan-
guages.

The courses will introduce students to the basics of the
language and enable them to read short textual passages
by the second semester. The courses are open to UB stu-
dents and members of the community, and may be au-
dited or taken for three undergraduate credits each.

The fall’s course is “Topics in Asian Studies First Semes-
ter Classical Tibetan” (AS 394). The course to be offered
in the spring 2008 semester is “Topics in Asian Studies:

Second Semester Classical Tibetan” (AS 395).

Craig Preston is author of Classical Buddhism (with
Daniel Cozort), How to Read Classical Tibetan, Volume 1:
Summary of the General Path and How to Read Classical
Tibetan, Volume 2: Introduction to Buddhist Tenets.

Preston majored in religious studies at the University of
Virginia, where he studied under the distinguished Ameri-
can Tibetologist Jeffery Hopkins and other noted Tibetan
scholars. He also studied in India. Preston holds a law de-
gree and is an adjunct faculty member of the Namgyal
Monastery in Ithaca.

UB students who complete both Tibetan language
courses for credit may use it to meet the College of Arts
and Sciences language requirement. Courses in interme-
diate and advanced classical Tibetan and in Tibetan Bud-
dhist philosophy also are available by arrangement with
the instructor.

For more information, including how to register for
the spring semester course, contact Elizabeth Felmet of
the UB Asian Studies Program at 645-3474, ext. 2, or at:
efelmet@buffalo.edu. @
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NEW PARTNERSHIP ESTABLISHED WITH BROCK UNIVERSITY, ONTARIO

T‘ve University at Buffalo has established a major new
exchange partnership with Brock University in St.
Catharines, Ontario, that calls for a variety of coop-
erative research and educational initiatives, with a par-
ticular focus on the shared border region of Western New
York and Southern Ontario.

A major feature of the new agreement is a commit-
ment to jointly es-
tablish a bi-na-
tional Institute on
Border Studies
that would be the
first joint institute
of its kind estab-
lished by U.S.
and Canadian
universities.

The affiliation
will enhance al-
ready extensive
Canada-related
endeavors at UB,
including the
university’s new
Graduate Certifi-
cate Program in
Canadian studies.
The agreement calls for Brock and UB to offer cross-listed
and team-taught courses, and for faculty from each cam-
pus to develop jointly new courses and curricula that will
strengthen not only Canadian Studies, but other pro-
grams of shared interest.

The agreement also makes provision for student and
faculty exchange between the two universities and com-
mits the partners to providing significant seed funding to
support joint research activities by UB and Brock faculty
across a range of disciplines.

The partnership will build on and formalize UB’s
longstanding ties to Brock. These include a continuing
collaboration between Brock and the Urban Design
Project of the UB School of Architecture and Planning on
regional and public policy planning for the bi-national
region.

Brock currently is developing its own regional policy
institute and is drawing on the example and expertise of
the UB Regional Institute. Brock’s institute, provisionally
named the Niagara Observatory, will gather, analyze and
interpret data about the Niagara Region of Ontario for
the benefit of scholars and policymakers.

The agreement was signed on Oct. 1 by UB President
John B. Simpson, who hosted a delegation of 10 senior
administrators and faculty from Brock, and Brock Presi-
dent Jack N. Lightstone.

President Simpon (1) and President Lightstone exchange gifts (photo by Nancy J. Parisi)

Brock has undergone rapid growth in recent years,
and Lightstone has plans for increased expansion in com-
ing years. It enrolls some 17,000 students in seven facul-
ties — Applied Health Sciences, Business, Education, Hu-
manities, Mathematics and Science, Social Sciences, and
Graduate Studies.

UB and Brock share the distinction of being major uni-
versities in close prox-
imity to their respective
sides of the American-
Canadian border. Bor-
der issues, including
border security, trade
and investment, re-
gional economic de-
velopment, and tour-
ism, will continue to be
among the key areas of
shared interest be-
tween the two institu-

tions.
In his remarks at the
signing ceremony,

Simpson recalled a re-
cent visit to Brock. “I
was most impressed by
the Brock campus and
by the ambitious plans that President Lightstone has al-
ready begun implementing to grow and enhance his in-
stitution while working in close concert with the local com-
munity of St. Catharines, Ontario, and the larger bi-na-
tional region we share,” he said.

“At UB, we have similar aspirations not only to increase
the size and to enhance the quality of our university, but
to do so in ways that benefit the larger Western New York
community,” he added. “In many respects, President
Lightstone and | have similar agendas and both of us see
our universities playing a key role in the future develop-
ment and success of the bi-national region.

Lightstone noted, “Brock University and the University
at Buffalo share a common commitment to partner with
their respective communities in order to spur economic,
social and cultural development.

“We have many complementary strengths and our
communities face similar challenges in an age of global-
ization and similar opportunities as gateways of trade be-
tween our nations.

Therefore, both the universities and our host regions
have much to gain by deepening cooperation between
Brock University and the University at Buffalo,” Lightstone
added.

Accompanying Lightstone in the delegation from Brock
were Terry Boak, provost and vice president, academic;
continued on page 27

-
I
(V)
(a'e
Ll
=
(a'
.
5
(a'e
Ll
>
Z
>
hV4
U
@)
(o'
o




=
V)
o
LLl
=
Z
-
)
a
<
I
V)
=
<
Z
<
(a'a)]

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION,
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EXCHANGE WITH LEADING INDIAN UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED

gram with Banaras Hindu University, one of India’s
leading comprehensive universities.

President John B. Simpson hosted a formal signing cer-
emony and luncheon on August 8. Signing the new
agreement with UB on behalf of Banaras Hindu University
was Professor Panjab Singh, vice chancellor (president)

UB has established a comprehensive exchange pro-

President Slmpson, Vice-Chancellor Singh and Provost Tripathi at signing ceremony (photo by Nancy J. Parisi)

of Banaras Hindu University, who was making a two-day
visit to UB.

“The UB community is delighted to celebrate the es-
tablishment of a formal exchange program with Banaras
Hindu University, a partnership that will enhance our
university’s ongoing internationalization and provide an
outstanding partner in a critically important region of In-
dia,” Simpson said at the signing.

“India’s importance on the world stage—both as an
economic and as a strategic power—is growing very rap-
idly, and its global influence will only continue to increase
in the years ahead,” he added.

Simpson noted that UB is increasingly active in India,
and recently launched a dual master’s degree program
with Amrita University in Bangalore. Moreover, India
sends more international students to UB than any other
country. Some 1,000 Indian nationals currently are en-
rolled at UB and contribute in many ways to the univer-
sity.

“I welcome this partnership between our two institu-
tions, as it will be mutually beneficial in terms of joint re-
search, education and other collaborative activities,” said
Singh. “We look forward to promoting and supporting

our exchange program and to receiving visiting faculty
and students from UB.”

Like UB, BHU is a large comprehensive research uni-
versity, with more than 20,000 students in 14 faculties and
124 departments. The largest residential university in Asia,
BHU has more than 12,000 students living on its campus.
BHU is located in Varanasi (Banaras), the most revered
cultural and religious
center in India, a city
whose origins date
back many thousands
of years, a holy pil-
grimage site for mil-
lions of Hindus and
members of other
faiths.

It is anticipated that
BHU and UB will ex-
change both faculty
and students, and de-
velop joint research
activities in a number
of fields of mutual in-
terest. UB expects to
develop a study
abroad program at
BHU, which has many
outstanding  pro-
grams and will be
particularly attractive
to UB students interested in studying Indian languages,
history, culture and religion.

“We are delighted to formalize our relationship with
Banaras Hindu University, a truly world-class institution,”
noted Stephen C. Dunnett, vice provost for international
education. “We look forward to working with Vice Chan-
cellor Singh and his colleagues to develop a range of col-
laborative activities of mutual benefit to our universities.”
During his visit, Singh toured UB’s three campuses and
met with senior administrators and faculty about poten-
tial cooperative activities between UB and BHU in a variety
of areas.

In addition, he had the opportunity to meet with a
number of BHU alumni who are affiliated with UB, includ-
ing Satish K. Tripathi, provost and executive vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, who earned baccalaureate and
master’s degrees at BHU and who invited Singh to visit
UB.

The affiliation with Banaras Hindu University grew out
of initial contacts made by Tripathi and Dunnett during
their visit to the BHU campus in January 2006. Following
this visit, a formal invitation was extended to Singh to visit
the University at Buffalo. @
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UB MAINTAINS LEADERSHIP POSITION IN INTERNATIONAL ENROLLMENT

By Arthur Page

B continues to maintain its leadership position

among America’s major public research universi-

ties in terms of percentage of enrollment repre-
sented by international students, according to the latest
annual “Open Doors” report of the Institute of Interna-
tional Education (lIE), published in Novem-
ber.

UB is first among America’s major public
research universities in terms of percentage
of enrollment represented by international
students. Its international enrollment of 4,103
students from more than 110 countries con-
stituted 15.4 percent of its enrollment during
the 2006-07 academic year, compared with
14.9 percent the previous year.

UB is 13th among the IIE’s top 25 leading
host institutions in terms of total number of
students, compared with 10th last year. In
the past academic year, UB had an enroll-
ment of 4,103 international students, com-
pared with 4,072 the previous year.

The Top 25 in the IIE report is led by the
University of Southern California (USC), with
7,115 international students constituting 21.3
percent of its total enrollment. Columbia University is
ranked second, followed by New York University.

In terms of percentage of international students, UB is
ranked with, and only surpassed by, six premiere private
universities: Columbia, Stanford, Harvard, USC, Cornell
and Pennsylvania.

President John B. Simpson said UB enjoys an excellent
reputation overseas and is one of the most globalized
public research universities in the U.S.

“As we seek to build further on our leadership in
higher education, we take great pride in our continued
recognition as one of the nation’s leading universities in
terms of international enrollment,” Simpson added.

“Preparing students to contribute meaningfully to, and
succeed within, the global knowledge economy of the
21st century is a vital element of UB’s mission as a public
university,” he noted. “Our success in attracting a large
and diverse international student population is a central
part of that effort.”

UB'’s Office of International Education, under the direc-
tion of Professor and Vice Provost Stephen C. Dunnett,
was among the first U.S. institutions to create an interna-
tional enrollment management office and to develop an
international enrollment recruitment strategy

“We are pleased that we have increased our interna-
tional enrollment this year despite the growing competi-
tion for high-quality international students among lead-

ing universities both in the U.S. and around the world,”
noted Dunnett, past president of the Association of Inter-
national Education Administrators.

“The presence of more than 4,100 international stu-
dents from 110 countries greatly enhances the diversity of
our campus community and contributes in countless ways
to the intellectual and cultural life
of the university. Our international
students are a source of cultural
and economic enrichment for the
Buffalo Niagara community.”

International students, who pay
double the tuition of New York
State students, also make a major
financial contribution to the uni-
versity and community. The over-
all economic impact of UB’s inter-
national students and their fami-
lies is estimated to be nearly $70
million annually.

Satish K. Tripathi, provost and
executive vice president for aca-
demic affairs, said UB plans to in-
crease enrollment of international
students by 1,000 between now
and the year 2020 in conjunction with its goal to rise
among the ranks of the nation’s public research universi-
ties by growing by 40 percent, increasing enroliment by
10,000 and faculty and staff by more than 2,300.

Stressing that enrollment of students from other coun-
tries is only one measure of an international university,
Tripathi noted that a faculty task group last month issued
a report commissioned by him recommending strategies
for further internationalizing UB through new investments
in student experiences, faculty scholarship and institu-
tional mission.

The task group also recommended the integration of
global perspectives across the university’s curriculum and
to require student competence in a second language.

“A strong international student presence on our cam-
pus is a very important part of UB’s history, tradition and
future,” Tripathi said.

“We continue to build upon this tradition through, for
example, encouraging our students to participate in study
abroad and bring their wonderfully enriching experi-
ences back to our campus; through forging international
research and academic partnerships with other presti-
gious international universities; and through ensuring our
curricula capture global perspectives,” he added. &

Arthur Page is assistant vice president for news services and
periodicals.
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JOHN THOMAS STEPPING DOWN AS DEAN OF SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT

By John Dellacontrada

ohn M. Thomas announced in November that he is

stepping down as dean of the School of Management,

after five years in the post, to devote more time to the
school’s global business programs as a member of the
faculty.

Thomas was named dean of the School of Manage-
ment in 2002 after helping to establish the school as a
leader in international business educa-
tion. During his tenure, the School of
Management rose steadily in The Wall
Street Journal’s ranking of the best busi-
ness schools, recently achieving a No.
9 ranking among business schools with
a strong regional recruiting base. The
school also was named by
BusinessWeek as one of the country’s top
five business schools for the fastest re-
turn on MBA investment.

Thomas led the School of Manage-
ment through a strategic planning
process in conjunction with UB 2020,
UB’s comprehensive strategic plan,
and guided the school to reaccredita-
tion by AACSB International—the Asso-
ciation to Advance Collegiate Schools
of Business.

He also created an office of corpo-
rate and community relations to strengthen the school’s
many corporate relationships and to focus the public-ser-
vice and community-outreach efforts of the faculty, staff
and students as they share their expertise throughout the
region.

“It has been a great pleasure to serve as dean of one
of the nation’s best business schools,” Thomas said. “My
objective was to serve five years as dean and help guide
the school into the 21st century. | am very grateful to the
school’s faculty, staff, students and alumni with whom |'ve
worked so closely. Together, we’ve accomplished many
great things.

“I've enjoyed working with President John Simpson
and Provost Satish Tripathi on major university initiatives,
particularly UB 2020,” Thomas added. “UB is poised for
great things and | hope to continue to lend my support to
the president and provost as they implement UB’s ambi-
tious plan for the future.”

Simpson praised Thomas’ leadership of the School of
Management and said he was pleased Thomas will con-
tinue to work with the school’s global business programs.

“Under John Thomas, the School of Management
grew in prestige, while remaining true to the vision of
academic excellence and responsive to the needs of stu-

dents and businesspeople,” Simpson said. “John skillfully
blended a focus on global business, while emphasizing
bringing value to employers across our region. Though
we will miss him as dean, and | will miss him personally as
a valuable counselor and supporter of UB 2020, John is,
and will continue to be, a most able and valued global
ambassador for UB and for the School of Management.”

Tripathi said the School of Management’s rise in repu-
tation regionally and nationally was a
testament to Thomas’ leadership and
“belief in recruiting and retaining ex-
cellent faculty and ensuring that stu-
dents benefit from a rigorous and rel-
evant education.”

Thomas will continue to serve as
dean of the School of Management
until a successor is hired, Tripathi said.
A national search for a new dean will
begin this fall.

When he returns to the school’s fac-
ulty as a professor of operations man-
agement and strategy, Thomas said he
intends to develop new ways to bring
into the classroom the school’s exten-
sive international expertise and connec-
tions.

“I look forward to again concentrat-
ing my attention on enhancing the
school’s global business focus,” he said.

“The global economic landscape has changed enor-
mously in the five years I've served as dean. | am excited
about bringing to our students and area firms new in-
sights from the international business community.”

Thomas has championed the continued growth of
School of Management programs abroad, particularly in
Asia. Most recently, in June, he created a new master’s
degree program in IT-enabled services, in partnership
with Amrita University and Hewlett Packard in Bangalore,
India.

Prior to becoming dean, Thomas served several years
as the school’s associate dean for international programs
and significantly expanded the school’s international pro-
gramming. In 1996, he established the school’s first Asian
Executive MBA in Singapore, followed by similar programs
in China with Renmin University and Motorola. In the
early 1990s, he also was instrumental in the development
of the school’s U.S. government-sponsored business pro-
grams in Latvia and Hungary. Thomas has been a mem-
ber of the UB faculty since 1968. @

John Dellacontrada is director of media relations/national
media at University News Services.
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PRESIDENT ATTENDS UB GRADUATION AND SIGNING CEREMONY IN CUBA

By Patricia Donovan

traveled to Havana, Cuba, in June to attend ceremo-

nies marking the fourth graduation of the Master of
Humanities (MAH) Program in Caribbean Cultural Stud-
ies jointly operated by UB and
the University of Havana.

The program in Carib-
bean cultural studies is the
only joint graduate program
ever established between a
university in the United States
and a Cuban university. Of
the seven academic pro-
grams offered by American
universities in Cuba today by
such schools as Harvard Uni-
versity and American Univer-
sity, two are operated by
UB—the MAH program and
a semester-abroad program
for undergraduate students.

During the visit, Simpson and UH Rector Rubén
Zardoya Loureda signed a new agreement for scholarly
exchange and collaboration between the two universi-
ties. Faculty from both universities presented the second
Caribbean Cultural Studies Symposium at which papers
on Caribbean culture will be presented in French, Span-
ish and English—the languages of the Caribbean.

Simpson delivered opening remarks at the symposium.
He also attended a thesis presentation by the graduating
students and a presentation by leading UH scientists on
their current research in the natural sciences and bio-
technology.

The graduation ceremony on June 6 also marked the
fifth anniversary of the establishment of the MAH pro-
gram, which is designed for American and Cuban stu-
dents who are fully bilingual in Spanish and English. This
year also is the 10th anniversary of UB’s academic pro-
grams in Cuba, in which 268 students have participated
since the university launched its first summer abroad pro-
gram there in 1997.

Stephen C. Dunnett, professor and vice provost for
international education, noted, “In the recent period, no
other U.S. university has had such an extensive and en-
during presence in Cuba as UB. In light of the transition
now underway in Cuba, it is a particularly propitious time
for our president to visit the country in order to reaffirm
our longstanding relationship to the University of Havana
and our joint program in Caribbean studies,” Dunnett
added.

In addition to Dunnett, Simpson was accompanied on

President John B. Simpson led a UB delegation that

President Simpson and Rector Zardoya Loureda sign new agreements

the trip by his wife, Katherine G. Simpson; José Buscaglia,
founder and director of the collaborative programs; and
members of the MAH Program faculty from UB. They are
Jorge Guitart, professor of Romance Languages and Lit-
eratures, Shaun Irlam,
professor and chair of the
Department of Compara-
tive Literature, and David
E. Johnson, associate pro-
fessor, Department of
Comparative Literature.

Buscaglia describes the
Masters of Humanities
(MAH) Program in Carib-
bean Cultural Studies as
one in which participants
have the opportunity to
study the Caribbean on its
own terms.

“They gain first-hand
knowledge of the com-
plex cultures and traditions of the region through on-site
investigations and direct participation in the processes
that shape everyday life,” he explains. “The program of-
fers them the opportunity to spend up to three semesters
studying and living in the Caribbean, starting with an
initial first semester of studies in Cuba.”

One of this year’s MAH graduates is Reynier Perez-
Hernandez, a Cuban national, and five are Americans:
Kyle James Mittlefehldt, Sugey C. Palomares, Amanda M.
Phelps, Meghan Dorothea Hern-Steed and Melissa
Ventura.

Upon their arrival in Havana, the UB delegation at-
tended a dinner hosted by UH Vice Rector Cristina Diaz,
Dean José Antonio Baujin and Rogelio Rodriguez Coronel,
Margarita Mateo Palmer and Yolanda Woods Pujols, UH
professors who teach in the MAH program and are ad-
junct professors at UB.

The UB-UH MAH Program in Caribbean Cultural Stud-
ies is the only joint graduate program ever established
between a U.S. and a Cuban university. It so far has gradu-
ated 28 students, and 13 more have been accepted for
the Fall 2007 semester. Another 223 students participated
in UB’s Summer Abroad Program in Cuba from 1997 until
it was shut down in 2004 by a White House prohibition
against academic travel to Cuba for periods of less than
10 weeks, which eliminated more than 300 programs of-
fered there by U.S. universities. &

Patricia Donovan is a senior editor with University News Ser-
vices.
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IRENE ZUBAIDA KHAN, HEAD OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, SPEAKS AT UB

By Kevin Fryling

ternational, presented a lecture entitled “The Rule of

Law and the Politics of Fear: Human Rights in the 21st
Century” as part of the Mitchell Lecture Series in the UB
Law School.

Khan is the first woman, Asian and
Muslim to achieve leadership of Am-
nesty International. A prominent voice
in the fight for international human
rights, Khan told her UB audience that
human rights and the rule of law are
among the greatest casualties of the
war on terror in the U.S. and abroad.

“I think today the biggest threat to
human rights and the rule of law is
fear,” said Khan. “Fear of being
swamped by immigrants, fear of the
‘other,’ fear of being blown up by ter-
rorists, fear of rogue states, fear of
weapons of mass destruction. Fear is
the antithesis of empathy. It destroys
our shared understanding and our
shared humanity because it converts the other into a
threat.”

She pointed out that the rising role of “fear-monger-
ing” in international politics has brought about increases
in racism and xenophobia—including “Islamophobia” in
the West and anti-Western sentiment in the East—as well
as anti-Semitism, backlash against women’s rights and
attacks on human rights proponents in various parts of
the world.

“For most people, fear severely restricts the ability to
reason, to challenge,” Khan added. “Playing on people’s
fears allows political leaders to consolidate their own
power, create false certainties and escape accountability.”

“The worst and most specific manifestations of fear
and what fear can do to human rights,” however, come
from “fear of terrorism and counterterrorism,” according
to Khan, who took the reins of Amnesty International in
August 2001, only one month before the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001, and remains critical of the Bush
Administration’s decision to respond to the event not as
an international crime, but by pursuing regime change
in Afghanistan and Iraq as part of a larger war on terror.

“By speaking of war, the administration seeks to deny
the applicability of human rights,” she said. “By speaking
of terror, it's choosing to apply international humanitar-
ian law rather selectively. And by combining the two—
‘war on terror'—it has created a concept through which
it believes it can put its actions outside the realm of inter-
national law, as well as domestic judicial scrutiny.”

Irene Zubaida Khan, secretary general of Amnesty In

Irene Khan meeting with law students of Prof. Makau Matua (ZHd from r.)

The passage of the Military Commissions Act in Sep-

tember of 2006 represented the height of the
administration’s violation of international humanitarian
law, Khan added, noting that the legislation amends the
U.S. War Crimes Act in order to place restrictions on Com-
mon Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, including de-
nying prisoners
the right of ha-
beas corpus, as
well as status as
POWs.
“The provisions
of this act are
fundamentally
incompatible
with interna-
tional law,” said
Khan, noting
that actions
once consid-
ered war crimes
under U.S. law
are no longer
viewed as such
and pointing out the act sets a “terrible precedent” as
the Geneva Conventions are the first set of treaties which
have been ratified by all 194 countries in the world.

“If rule of law has been the casualty of the war on
terror,” she added, “collateral damage has been the
moral authority of the United States.” Khan pointed out
this erosion of moral authority has been a significant fac-
tor in the trouble the United States has had pushing for
human-rights reform in such countries as China,
Uzbekistan, Iran and Sudan, since lack of access to prison-
ers, arbitrary detentions, secret detainments and unfair
trials are all also accusations that America itself is facing.

Several “benchmarks” for which she proposed the
U.S. strive in order to reverse this trend include the clo-
sure of the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
and the release or trial of its prisoners in proper courts
and under fair trial rules—as well as putting an end to
secret detentions and “impunity for torture and ill treat-
ment.”

During her two-day visit to UB, Khan also met with
Provost Satish K. Tripathi, Professor Stephen Dunnett, pro-
fessor and vice provost for international education, and
members of the UB Council on International Studies and
Programs in an informal conversation about international
human rights moderated by Claude E. Welch, Jr., SUNY
Distinguished Service Professor in the Department of Po-
litical Science. &

Kevin Fryling is a staff reporter for UB News Services.
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SEVEN UB STUDENTS RECEIVE FULBRIGHT GRANTS FOR 2007-2008

By Sue Wuetcher

two graduating seniors have received Fulbright
grants for 2007-08 to study and conduct research
abroad.

The seven winners are among eight UB students
named finalists in this year’s competition for fellowships
through the Fulbright Student Program. One student has
been named an alternate, and may be awarded a fellow-
ship if one of the original “winners” can’t accept his or
her fellowship.

“I think this year’s result is just the tip of the iceberg,”
said Patrick McDevitt, associate professor in the Depart-
ment of History and Fulbright adviser. “We have phenom-
enal talent on this campus, and the more we can encour-
age students to strive for these types of grants, the more
success we'll have.

“I'am thrilled with this result and hope to continue to
build on it,” McDevitt added. “The only thing standing
between us and doubling our number of winners is re-
cruiting more applicants. We’re making great progress,
but the fact is we can certainly do better.

“Sometimes, students are reluctant to apply for presti-
gious grants like the Fulbright, Rhodes, DAAD (Deutscher
Akademischer Austausch Dienst—German Academic Ex-
change Service), Marshall and Goldwater because they
sell themselves short,” he noted. “However, they’ll never
know unless they apply. Equally important, the applica-
tion process is a learning experience itself, even if it's not
successful.”

The highly competitive Fulbright program is consid-
ered the flagship of international student and scholar ex-
change programs. It aims to increase mutual understand-
ing between the peoples of the United States and other
countries through the exchange of persons, knowledge
and skills.

The student program is designed to give recent B.S./
B.A. graduates and master’s and doctoral candidates op-
portunities for personal development and international
experience. Most grantees plan their own programs,
which may include university coursework, independent
library or field research, classes in a music conservatory or
art school, special projects in the social or life sciences, or
a combination.

McDevitt explained that Fulbright candidates must
submit their applications at the end of September for
grants beginning the following September. Doctoral stu-
dents, M.A. students and students who will be seniors in
fall 2007 who are interested in applying for Fulbright
grants can go to www.fulbright. buffalo.edu for more in-
formation.

The student Fulbright awardees and their projects are:

Four doctoral students, a graduating law student and

Benjamin Costello, a doctoral candidate in classics
who is visiting Cyprus for the 2007-08 academic year to
undertake an analysis of the Kourion Earthquake House, a
late-Roman structure located atop the acropolis of ancient
Kourion on the southwest coast of Cyprus. It was destroyed
suddenly in an earthquake in 365 A.D., which allows ar-
chaeologists to analyze artifact assemblages in the con-
text of their daily use, rather than after they have been
discarded. Although first excavated in 1984-87, there has
been relatively little scholarly work on the site and the
assemblages are not generally available for examination
by scholars. Costello has been given exclusive access to
the material by the site’s original excavator, David Soren
of the University of Arizona. |. Theodore Pefia, associate
professor and chair of the Department of Classics who
has been directing Costello’s work, describes his Fulbright
project as a “piece of genuinely important scholarly re-
search.”

N. Andrew Walsh, a doctoral candidate in music, who
is conducting research on intonation and acoustics, par-
ticularly the intonation of harmonics, at the University of
Music and Performing Arts in Stuttgart, Germany. A
contrabassoonist of professional accomplishment, Walsh’s
music has been performed by internationally recognized
musicians. Jeffrey Stadelman, associate professor in the
Department of Music, calls Walsh “imaginative, deter-
mined, disciplined and highly productive,” and describes
his Fulbright project as “highly original” and “inspired.”

Melinda Wright, a graduating senior, who will study
acting in Burkina Faso. Her project is centered on the con-
cept of community-based theater as social education. She
will take courses in oral literature and sociology of theater.
Jeannette Ludwig, associate professor in the Department
of Romance Languages and Literatures, describes Wright
as “one of the brightest, most self-initiating and multi-
faceted students | have worked with in 30 years of univer-
sity teaching.”

Graduating senior Karen Corey, who is serving a 10-
month teaching assistantship in Germany through the
Padigogischer Austauschdienst grant as an assistant
teacher in English classes at German schools. Courey stud-
ied for four weeks last summer at the Freie Universitat
Berlin under a DAAD grant. A member of the UB crew for
four years before joining the cross-country squad in her
fifth year, she is the first UB student-athlete to receive a
Fulbright Fellowship.

Jason Almonte, who received a |.D. from the UB Law
School May 19, is in Canada to pursue an LL.M. in inter-
national and health law at the University of Toronto. He is
interested specifically in the legal issues surrounding anti-
viral stockpiling regulations and mutual aid between the
United States and Canada. Almonte's interest in pan-
demic flu grew out of an internship last summer at the

continued on page 10
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UB PROGRAM IMPROVING CARE OF HIV/AIDS PATIENTS IN ZIMBABWE

By Mary E. Cochrane

e six weeks that graduate student Tinashe Mudzviti
spent at the University at Buffalo this summer could

help more than 100,000 people with HIV receive
life-saving treatments back in his home country of Zimba-
bwe.

Mudzviti, a first-year master’s student at the University
of Zimbabwe (UZ), was the first UZ graduate student to
visit UB as part of a collaborative program between the
two universities to improve the quality and distribution of
treatments for HIV patients in developing nations.

Now in its sixth year, the International Center for HIV/
AIDS Pharmacotherapy Research and Training (ICHAPRT)
was founded by Chiedza Maponga, a 1988 UB graduate
and the first clinical pharmacist in his native Zimbabwe,
and his UB mentor, Gene D. Morse, associate dean for
clinical and translational research in the UB School of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.

ICHAPRT has been an important component in recent
years in turning the destructive tide of HIV/AIDS in Zim-
babwe, where the incidence rate of HIV has dropped to
18 percent from 25 percent, according to Maponga.

“Of all of the southern African countries, Zimbabwe is
the only one that is showing a downward trend,” he said.
The Zimbabwean government has launched a campaign
to distribute free antiretroviral drugs to 120,000 people
with HIV by the end of 2007. However, Maponga said
there are more than 600,000 who are in need of these
life-saving medicines in his home country.

As part of his work at UB, 24-year-old Mudzviti learned
laboratory research protocols and technology, and dis-
covered many similarities and a few differences, between
research in the two countries.

Maponga remains committed to reaching the thou-
sands of ailing patients in his homeland and those in

nearby nations. His mantra of late is that he works to
“build bridges” between Zimbabwe and developed
countries like the United States by adopting the methods
that have managed to ebb their AIDS epidemics, includ-
ing drug monitoring, distribution and adherence plans,
pharmacological research, education and training.

“Zimbabwe also is one of only three countries in south-
ern Africa that is producing and using its own drugs to
fight HIV. The work is progressing and the scientists there
want to work to make it different,” he said.

The two universities rely heavily on technology transfer
to carry on their collaborative work, according to
Maponga, who holds academic appointments at both
institutions. “This means that on a given research project,
a student in Zimbabwe can be collecting samples while a
student here at UB is assigned to do the reading part of
the project,” Maponga said.

ICHAPRT early on established a pharmacology support
laboratory in Harare, capital of Zimbabwe and home of
its university, in order to work together on projects with
the UB Pharmacotherapy Research Center (PRC), where
Morse serves as director and leads a team of several sci-
entists and lab staff members.

At the University of Zimbabwe — home to the nation’s
only medical school — Maponga collaborates with the
institution’s lead medical investigator for HIV research
programs, and directs a support staff that includes nurses
and community workers from Harare.

The National Institutes of Health Fogarty International
Center in collaboration with the University of California
Berkeley AIDS International Training and Research Pro-
gram (AITRP) paid for Mudzviti’s travel to and from Zim-
babwe this summer. @

Mary E. Cochrane is a senior editor at University News Ser-
vices.

FULBRIGHT AWARDS

continued from page 9

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Roderick Salisbury, a doctoral student in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, who will conduct archaeological
research in Hungary focused on how economic and cli-
matic change affect agro-pastoralist societies. William
Parkinson of Florida State University and director of the
Koros Archaeological Project, says Salisbury’s Fulbright
project “deals with one of the most important questions
in anthropological archaeology: How do egalitarian soci-
eties respond to environmental fluctuations?”

Elias Rotsos, a doctoral candidate in anthropology, has
traveled to Greece to explore the continuing effects of
European integration and mass tourism on Greek village
life. His work explores the socioeconomic effects of the
global trend of gentrification on Greek village life. Rotsos’
Fulbright research will provide the basis of his multimedia
dissertation project and ethnography, which will include
text, photographs, audio and visual resources. &

Sue Wuetcher is editor of the UB Reporter.
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LA SOURCE DU NIHIL: PROBING DARKNESS IN THE HILLS OF RWANDA

By Shaun Irlam

1,000,000 corpses. It was all over in just 144,000 min-
utes. Over 6 people
fractioned and quartered
by machete each minute
of the slaughter. The accu-
racy of the numbers ceases
to matter; there is no arith-
metic for genocide. As
Bertolt Brech wrote, “when
crimes begin to pile up
they become invisible.”
On April 6, 1994, a
plane crashed into the
grounds of the presidential
palace in Kigali, the capi-
tal of Rwanda, as it ap-
proached the airport. The
plane had been shot from
the sky with SAM-7 missiles
by assailants whose iden-
tity still remains unknown.
On board was the
President of Rwanda,
Juvénal Habyarimana; he
died in his own garden.

Let’s do the math: 100 days; 1,000 hills; 100,000 killers;

The smoldering embers of A poster featuring one of the victims of the Rwandan genocide

the fuselage lit the fuse on
the swiftest genocide in human history.

Do the geography. Mogadishu is nowhere near Kigali; it
lies far to the east and north in Somalia on the Indian
Ocean, yet, when the implacable sun of destiny rose
above the Great Lakes of central Africa in April 1994 and
called humanity to act, Somalia suddenly lay directly east
on the moral compass and cast its dark shadow across
Rwanda, giving shelter and sanctuary to swarms of killers.
In January 1994, the United States had watched horrified
as missiles blasted a Black Hawk helicopter out of the skies
over Mogadishu and jubilant mobs hauled the bodies of
dead American pilots through the streets.

When ten U.N. peacekeepers from Belgium were

butchered in Kigali along with the Rwandan Prime Minis-
ter whom they were protecting on April 7, the interna-
tional community howled in anguish but took to its heels,
abandoning Rwanda to its grisly fate.
Mogadishu was still seared in everybody’s mind. Fate
played into the hands of the Hutu Power Interahamwe ex-
tremists and the gentle, green hills of Rwanda streamed
with blood as the tiny nation became a crimson-stained
dungeon of horrors.

And the history. Rwanda has often been compared to Eden
— with good reason. It is a land of serene, breathtaking
beauty. Endless, rolling hills of
lush banana groves, misty tea
plantations, eucalyptus tracts
and sugar cane are sprinkled
with sparkling lakes, waterfalls
and rivers. Its rich soils and
abundant fertility still manage
to sustain over 500 people per
square mile, though such a bur-
den is too much even for the
rich loams of Rwanda.

But as in Eden, Rwanda’s
troubles began in Genesis. The
genesis of this genocide lies
quite literally in the Book of Gen-
esis. And not only because, like
the deadly clash of Cain and
Abel, Hutu cultivators slew Tutsi
pastoralists. The genocide’s ori-
gins spring precisely from con-
flicting myths of origins, in a bit-
ter struggle over pre-colonial
history that first turned fatal in
the late 1950s.

Over the course of a century,
after the English explorer, John
Hanning Speke had absurdly identified the Tutsi as the
lost tribe of Noah’s banished son, Ham, colonial explor-
ers, missionaries, anthropologists and administrators had
collectively forged a mythic Rwanda of two races — one
superior: the Nilotic descendants of Ham, and one infe-
rior: a servile, serf-like race of peasants — that was all forg-
ery. It bore no resemblance to any reality.

The Belgian colonizers, who had held Rwanda since
1916, after seizing it from the Germans, together with
the connivance of the Tutsi monarchy, exploited this myth
until 1959 when, during the preliminaries to indepen-
dence, the Hutu majority abruptly and diametrically in-
verted this inequality with their own, equally toxic nation-
alist myth of the rubanda nyamwinshi (the majority
people).

After 1959, the spoils of the nation were distributed
among a Hutu elite and the Tutsi became the persecuted.
In 1962, when Rwanda became independent, the nation’s
first Hutu President Grégoire Kayibanda consolidated the
“Hutu revolution” through the scapegoating of the Tutsi
minority.

Although he was overthrown by General Juvénal
Habyarimana in a 1973 coup d’état, the persecution of

continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

the Tutsi continued. The governing Hutu elite stoked the
fears of the peasant masses and cycles of pogroms begun
in 1959 and 1961 reached their climax with the genocide
of 1994.

Do the economics. The Chillington Tool Company in Kenya
sold 50,000 machetes to a Rwandan businessman in
March 1994. According to Paul Rusesabagina, manager
of the Hotel Mille Collines whose story was featured in the
film Hotel Rwanda, a half million machetes were also im-
ported from China in the early months of 1994. Historian,
Alison des Forges corroborates these claims, “from Janu-
ary 1993 through March 1994 ... 581,000 ... machetes
were imported into Rwanda .... one for every third adult
Hutu male in Rwanda.

This was about double the number of machetes im-
ported in previous years.” Discounting the number of
machetes already in use among the more than 90 % of
Rwandans employed in agriculture, the imports
amounted to one machete for every 2.5 Tutsis living in the
country.

And read the literature of hate. For days, weeks and months
prior to April 1994, as the nation negotiated a fragile
peace accord in Arusha, Tanzania with the invading
Rwanda Patriotic Front army, made up mostly of displaced
Tutsi exiles from Uganda, one radio station captured the
ears of everybody across Rwanda: Radio-Télévision Libre
des Mille Collines.

Every day, rowdy announcers working for this trendy,
para-statal media outlet energetically urged the peasantry
to work “clearing the bushes,” “weeding out the vermin”
and “cutting down the tall trees.” The hate-mongering
popular songs of Simon Bikindi provided the sound track
for the slaughter. It was a simple code that every farmer
understood.

Tutsis and moderate Hutus listened with paralyzed fas-
cination and incredulity; Hutu militias sharpened their ma-
chetes in the hills. Extremist newspapers such as Kangura!
(Wake Them Up!) fanned the flames with provocative car-
toons and editorials. The bloody night of the long knives
loomed.

Today Rwanda is a thriving, prosperous almost disqui-
etingly optimistic country. | visited for two weeks in winter
2006 to conduct research on the genocide and the indig-
enous legal system of gacaca courts that has been revived
from pre-colonial times to address the crippling case-load
of detainees charged with crimes during the genocide.

The current government, made up of Rwandan Patri-
otic Front cohorts who had quickly formed themselves into
a political party after defeating the Interahamwe and the
Rwandan army, have firmly asserted the rule of law and
restored peace and security to the nation.

UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALDO

It is an impressive but eerie achievement. Aside from
the genocide memorials in every town and village, virtu-
ally all traces of a carnage so recent have vanished. |
struggled to join together so dark a past with this sunny
present, and to reconcile the bustling, industrious, hospi-
table people of Rwanda in 2006 with the appalling events
of 1994.

One of my first actions upon arriving on a languid, golden
January afternoon was to buy a cell phone from a small,
but bustling kiosk on Commerce Street, a few, short blocks
from the landmark Hotel des Mille Collines.

A brisk young businesswoman presided over glass cabi-
nets of sleek and gleaming handsets and accessories. Such
a purchase | soon discovered is a community event, al-
most cause for celebration; the bulk of the crowd at the
kiosk were not customers, but merely curious onlookers,
umpiring every transaction — keen to observe what was
sold, but keener still to offer their evident acumen and
advice about products most probably could never afford.

Above all it was touching testimony of renewed faith in
a technology that had so dismally failed them in 1994:
the telephone. As its name suggests, the telephone pur-
ports to transmit the human voice over distances, yet this
fickle device had somehow failed to carry the urgent cries
from Rwanda to the outside world in April 1994.

All operators are busy; your business is important to us; please
stay on the line.... When Rwanda called out to the world
for help across countless poor and crackly telephone con-
nections, nobody picked up; they might as well have been
calling from the mountains of the moon.

The international community turned a deaf ear;
Rwandans learned bitterly and too late that there was
nobody out there in their darkest hour of need.

Those who did answer heard desperate pleas of sheer
terror to which they were helpless to respond, calls cut
short by the soul-rending shrieks and cries of distant
friends and loved ones being crudely slaughtered on the
other end of the line before the receiver fell silent and
they were left in anguish and horror to imagine the rest.

Since the days when Speke gazed upon Lake Victoria
and declared it to be the source of the Nile, Rwanda has
seized that honor. There are two tiny streams in the south-
west that are the headwaters of the Nile River.

Today there is even a brand of bottled water sold across
Rwanda called La Source du Nil. But, in 1994, Rwanda
claimed a grisly pre-eminence as “la source du nihil,” the
origin of fresh annihilation and the latest chapter of hu-
man darkness. @

Shaun Irlam is associate professor in the Department of Com-
parative Literature. He is currently on sabbatical and under-
taking a research trip to Rwanda in November-December
2007.
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NEW ARTS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM IN FRANCE

By Erica Pastore

This past July, my fellow students in the UB Masters in
Arts Management Program and | attended a unique
study abroad program in Gattiéres, France, directed
by Professor Ruth Bereson, founding director of the Arts
Management Program.

The program was inspired by and evolved from a visit
to UB last year by one of the program’s Distinguished
Affiliated Scholars—Profes-
sor Pierre Guillet de
Monthoux, author of The Art
Firm and documentary di-
rector of Masters of Business
Art.

During his visit to Buffalo,
de Monthoux introduced us
to concepts of the potential
interplay between the arts
and management. Students
and practitioners from the
community were present at
the film screening at
Hallwalls Contemporary Art
Center which generated
the design and implemen-
tation of a truly unique and
dynamic study abroad work-
shop.

As a group of first-year students, the density of both
the film and the book was quite challenging, requiring us
to develop an understanding of European philosophical
viewpoints and connect them to critical art movements
and management theory in order to grasp the concept of
the interplay between art and business and how they
could be applied to real world models.

It was in Gattieres, a small mountain village in the
south of France, that we were able to see real-world mod-
els through our encounters with artists, companies, politi-
cians, scholars and art firms and forms of many kinds.
From the moment of our arrival in Gattieres, our work-
shop ran nonstop and at full speed.

A complete schedule of workshop activities, with pho-
tographs and web links is available at:
www.artsmanagement.buffalo.edu/summer_school

Our excursions to many arts organizations in the re-
gion were a highlight of the program—from our trip to
Nice to the Chagall National Museum and the Musée d’art
moderne et d'art contemporain, where we were given a
tour of the Michelangelo Pistoletto exhibition by the
museum’s director, Gilbert Perlain, and then guided
through the studio of the Ecole de Nice artist Sosno by the
artist himself.

A view of Gattieres, France, venue for the Arts Management Workshop

We also visited the Rosary Chapel designed by Henri
Matisse and the Fondation Maeght in St. Paul de Vence,
the Association d’Artistes Plasticiens and the Centre inter-
national d’art contemporain in Carros, to meet with the
director.

We visited local artist studios in addition to Malongo
Coffee company, which is an example of an art firm in
action, bringing together practices of fair trade and arts
management in the creation of its own museum and the-
atres.

But the highlight for
me was our visit to the
Fondation Hartung-
Bergman in Antibes,
where the foundation’s
director, Francois Hers,
spoke to us about the
foundation’s mission
and a unique public art
program, Les nouveaux
commanditaires.

As a result of this
meeting, | received an
invitation from Ms. Hers
to conduct research into
their new web-based
archival methods and
will be returning there
in January 2008 sponsored

In addition to the excursions and on-site explanations,
we had wonderful presentations by a remarkable range
of speakers—from the program professors who gave ex-
tensive lectures during our daily tours by bus to those by
Professor Romain Laufer, Chair of Marketing at the HEC
School of Management in Paris, on art and marketing
from revolutionary to post-modern France, and by Profes-
sor Graeme Sullivan from Teacher’s College, Columbia
University on the Venice Biennale.

The cultural and historical visits helped us frame our
understanding of the workshop material. We were led
through Gattiéres by Dr. Carl Wahren, former Head of
the Aid Management Division of OECD, who explained
its history and recent artistic resurgence.

We hiked to the vineyard of Georges Rasse to enjoy a
meal of regional products and gain a geo/historical un-
derstanding of the region.

In addition, there was a panel discussion on the arts,
culture and policy at the regional and national level in
France with members of the artistic and political commu-
nity of the village as well as the nightly film screenings.
To wrap it all we enjoyed a celebratory dinner at Le Beau
Site which was our program headquarters in which local
artists played French and American music.

continued on page 14
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NEW EXCHANGE WITH LEADING ENGINEERING SCHOOL IN FRANCE

By Tommaso Melodia

e School of Engineering and Applied Sciences at

I the University at Buffalo, and in particular the De-

partment of Electrical Engineering, is establishing a
program for academic and educational exchange with a
top French Engineering school, ENSEA (Ecole Nationale
Supérieure de I’Electronique Et Des Ses Applications).

ENSEA is located in Cergy, a commune in the north-
western suburbs of Paris, located 17 miles from the center
of Paris.

The program has two main strategic goals for UB. First,
it is aimed at giving the opportunity to top UB under-
graduate students to spend a semester in a leading Euro-
pean institution, where they will be taught by first-class
instructors, have the opportunity to understand the cul-
ture of the hosting country, travel around Europe during
vacations, and enrich their educational background.

The second obijective is to expose the research activi-
ties and facilities of the Department of Electrical Engineer-
ing at UB to graduate students coming from ENSEA. This
will give us the opportunity to recruit strong students for
our Ph.D. program and increase the reputation of our
graduate program in Europe and in France in particular.

A delegation from ENSEA, composed of Professor
Philippe Marc, Director of ENSEA’s exchange programs
and Professor Carine Sabouraud-Muller, instructor in Elec-
tronics, accompanied by Dr. Vanita Misquita, from the
lllinois Institute of Technology, which also participates in
the Exchange Program with ENSEA, visited UB at the end
of August 2007 to finalize the agreement.

They had meetings with Professor Harvey Stenger, the
dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences;

Professor Vladimir Mitin, chair of the Department of Elec-
trical Engineering; John Wood, Associate Vice Provost for
International Education; Melissa Polasik, Director of Study
Abroad Programs; and Prof. Tommaso Melodia, who is
responsible for the exchange program for the Depart-
ment of Electrical Engineering.

The exchange program has been very successful in its
initial stages. Five fifth-year students from ENSEA are al-
ready at UB, where they are completing course work to-
ward a UB Master of Science degree in Electrical Engi-
neering.

They are also working on a six-month research thesis
under UB faculty supervision. These students will receive a
master’s degree from UB upon satisfaction of all UB de-
gree requirements, and upon receipt of their Dipléme
d’Ingénieur degree from ENSEA.

UB is in the process of nominating undergraduate stu-
dents that will go to ENSEA for a full semester of course
work taught in English by ENSEA faculty and equivalent to
the sixth semester in the UB Bachelor of Science degree
program in Electrical Engineering and Computer Engi-
neering. A number of UB students have already submit-
ted applications.

ENSEA faculty members will offer classes in English on
Electronic Circuits, Microprocessors and Assembly Lan-
guage Programming, Signals and Systems, Electromag-
netism, and French Language and Culture. Credit earned
at ENSEA will be counted towards UB degrees. @&

Tommaso Melodia is assistant professor in the Department of
Electrical Engineering.

ARTS MANAGEMENT

continued from page 13

Throughout the workshop, my fellow students and |
worked to develop projects that incorporated our reading
of The Art Firm, our viewing of Masters of Business Art, our
course work and our experience in France.

Out of this process came student documentary films
that created a narrative of the workshop experience in
connection to concepts of the art firm and the relation-
ship between art and business as outlined in Professor
Guillet de Monthoux” work.

This workshop and a previous conference—which
some of us attended during Documenta, the biennial art
show in Kassel, Germany—form part of an upcoming vol-
ume entitled A Masters of Business Art?, Volume 3 of the
Arts Management Program Occasional Papers series (Octo-

ber 2007). As guest editor of this publication, | am de-
lighted to have been a part of this sequel to our workshop
experience.

Now that we find ourselves back in a more traditional
learning environment at UB, | think that | can speak for
my fellow workshop participants in saying how profoundly
our various experiences in Gattiéres have enhanced our
studies in Arts Management and allowed us to ask new
and better questions for our research. It has been an op-
portunity for us that will have great resonance in our fu-
ture educational and professional careers. @

Erica Pastore is a second-year student in the Arts Manage-
ment Program.
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NEW EXCHANGE LAUNCHED WITH EUROPEAN SCHOOL OF ADVANCED
STUDIES IN REDUCTION OF SEISMIC RISK (ROSE SCHOOL) IN ITALY

n October 3, 2006, the Department of Civil,
Structural and Environmental (CSEE) of the UB
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, for-
malized an agreement for scholarly exchange and col-
laboration with the European School of Advanced Stud-
ies in Reduction of Seismic Risk (named the Rose School)
at the Instituto Universitario di Studi Superiori di Pavia in
Pavia, Italy. The five-year agreement will allow exchanges
of graduate students for programs of research and part-
time study between the two institutions.
The ROSE School was founded in 2000 with the aim of
providing higher-level education in the field of earth-
quake engineering.

All lecturers at the ROSE School are internationally rec-
ognized experts in their field, coming from a number of
distinguished institutions from around the world. Andre
Filiatrault, professor in the UB Department of Civil, Struc-
tural and Environmental Engineering, was appointed to
the ROSE faculty in 2001.

UB’s first exchange student under the agreement, Mr.
loannis Christovasilis, a Ph.D. student studying the seismic
collapse of wood structures in CSEE, attended the Rose
School from May 28 to June 22, 2007 to take a graduate
course on Displacement-based Seismic Design taught by
Professors Michele Calvi and Nigel Priestly from the Rose
School. Mr. Christovasilis' article appears below. &

FIRST STUDENT PARTICIPATES
IN ROSE EXCHANGE

By loannis Christovasilis

month the “European School

for Advanced Studies in Reduc-
tion of Seismic Risk” (ROSE
School) at the University of Pavia
in Pavia, Italy, as part of a coop-
eration agreement that has been
established between the afore-
mentioned school and the UB
Department of Civil, Structural
and Environmental Engineering.

The main focus of my ex-
change visit was to attend the
course in “Displacement-based
Seismic Design,” taught by Pro-
fessors G. Calvi and N. Priestley,
who have substantially contrib-
uted to the development of this
method of performance-based seismic design of struc-
tures.

Attending this course provided me with a good com-
prehension of the displacement-based seismic design
that has been very useful in the development of my re-
search proposal and the improvement of my skills on this
research area.

| appreciate the commitment of the teaching profes-
sors at ROSE who effectively presented the knowledge to
their students, even if this involved dedicating additional
time, after regular class hours, to explain difficult con-
cepts and answer numerous questions.

In June 2007, | had the opportunity to visit for one

loannis Christovasilis touring the streets of Pavia

The majority of the students that attended the course
came from outside ltaly. Literally, every continent was rep-
resented in the course, and it was interesting to interact
with colleagues from different cultures, with different ways
of thinking.

Although | was a newcomer, my classmates were kind
in welcoming me to Pavia. | had
the opportunity to participate in
sports | had never played before
(like rugby that was introduced by
a student from New Zealand) and
taste traditional foods from differ-
ent countries that | never had the
chance to taste before.

Pavia was an fascinating place to
visit, since it is a very old city that
has a lot of traditional, maintained
old buildings that are being pro-
tected by the local authorities. | was
very familiar to the way of living and
the kind of local people | came
across, since | come from Greece, a
country with a lifestyle similar to that
of Italy.

| really enjoyed the relaxing coffee sessions in the cen-
tral piazza and the live opera concerts on Sunday eve-
nings. | also had the opportunity to visit the city of Milan as
well as other parts of Italy that enriched my travel experi-
ences and appreciation of the natural beauty of Italy.

My overall experience at Pavia was wonderful, and |
would strongly recommend it to interested graduate stu-
dents in seismic engineering and related fields. | am most
grateful to my advisor, Professor Andre Filiatrault, for rec-
ommending this opportunity and providing the funds that
made it possible. &
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